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Section 1  Introduction

How To Conduct a Competition
The USGA receives hundreds of requests each year for information on various 
aspects of the game of golf. One of the most frequent requests is for information 
on how to conduct a competition. A number of USGA publications deal with the 
subject, but not extensively. This booklet covers in depth all aspects except for 
peripheral matters such as registration of players, transportation service, pro-
viding locker facilities, arranging accommodations, securing adequate caddies, 
food service, sale of admission tickets, production of a program and arranging 
for spectator parking.

Some of the information is elementary and will be of interest only to Commit-
tees with no experience in conducting competitions. On the other hand, the 
section on preparing the course probably will be of interest only to a Com-
mittee conducting a competition, such as a state or sectional championship. 
However, this section does reflect the USGA’s view on how a course should play, 
and hopefully it may be a factor in persuading clubs to adopt some of the main-
tenance procedures recommended so that members can enjoy playing a course 
under championship conditions on a regular basis. 

Most of the sections are applicable at least in part to smaller club events. It is 
up to each Committee to decide which parts pertain to the competition being 
conducted. 

Fans watch Phil Mickelson putt on the eighth hole during the second round of the 2007 U.S. Open 
Championship at Oakmont (Pa.) Country Club.  
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Section 2 Conditions of the Competition

1. General
The Definition of “Committee” in the Rules of Golf states in part: “The Com-
mittee is the committee in charge of the competition.” Rule 33-1 states: “The 
Committee shall lay down the conditions under which a competition is to be 
played.” 

Conditions should not be confused with Local Rules. Conditions cover such 
matters as the format of the competition, eligibility requirements, the method 
of deciding ties, etc., whereas, in general, Local Rules cover abnormal conditions 
on the golf course. Local Rules are discussed in Section 5. The USGA distributes 
its Conditions of Competition to all players competing in USGA champion-
ships. Most conditions are listed in the appropriate entry application and on 
the printed card entitled “Local Rules and Conditions of Competition for USGA 
Championships” — see Appendix E.

It is important that all conditions be determined and published in advance. 
Nothing can be more embarrassing to a Committee than, for example, a situa-
tion where two or more players have tied and the Committee has not stated in 
advance how the tie shall be decided. 

Altering a condition after a competition starts is permissible only in very excep-
tional circumstances. 

2. Eligibility 
The first order of business for a Commit-
tee planning a competition is to decide 
who is to be eligible. 

If a junior competition is planned, the 
conditions should state the age limit 
and the date on which a player must be 
under that limit in order to be eligible. 
For example, to be eligible to participate 
in the U.S. Junior Amateur Champion-
ship, a player must not have reached 
his 18th birthday by the last day of the 
championship. 

The conditions for a senior competition 
should state the age minimum and the date on which a player must have 
reached the minimum age. The USGA recommends that a player must have 
reached the minimum age by the first day of the competition (although qualify-
ing for the competition may take place at an earlier date). 

The Committee must decide whether the competition is to be open to all players 
regardless of ability or whether a player must have a USGA Handicap Index™ 
not exceeding a certain number of strokes in order to be eligible. If a limit is im-
posed, it should be stated as an eligibility condition. For examples of suggested 
wording and other types of eligibility requirements, see Appendix I. 

In developing the condition regarding eligibility, the Committee must give con-
sideration to the desired size of the field. If, for example, the Committee wishes 
to limit the field to 100 players, it must decide how to restrict the field to that 
number. The Committee might stipulate that the field will be limited to the first 
100 players who file entries. Or the Committee might limit the field by means of 
a condition along these lines: 

The field will be limited to 100 players. Entries will be accepted from the 100 applicants with 
the lowest Handicap Indexes. Any tie at the highest acceptable Handicap Index figure will 
be settled by lot. 

3. Format 
Obviously, a competition cannot be 
played until the Committee decides on 
the format. 

a. Match Play  If the Committee wishes 
to conduct a match-play competition, 
it must decide on the form of play, i.e., 
singles, foursomes or four-ball, the 
number of flights, the number of players 
or teams in each flight, how the players 
or teams in each flight are to be deter-
mined, the pairing method for each 
flight and whether the competition is to 
be at scratch or on a handicap basis. 

Customarily the number of players or teams in a flight is 8, 16, 32 or 64. 

The players or teams in each flight may be determined on the basis of handi-
caps in which case, if there are to be flights of 16, the 16 players with the 
lowest handicaps (or the 16 teams with the lowest combined handicaps) should 
comprise the Championship Flight, the next best 16 players or teams based on 
handicaps should comprise the Second Flight, and so on. 

The most commonly used method of determining the players or teams for each 
flight is a stroke-play qualifying round or rounds. If this method is used and 
there are to be flights of 16, the 16 players or teams with the lowest scores in 
the qualifying competition should comprise the Championship Flight. If there 
are to be flights other than the Championship Flight, the 16 players or teams 
with the next lowest scores should comprise the Second Flight, and so on. It is 
recommended that a tie for last place in a Championship Flight be decided by 
a hole-by-hole playoff and that players should be advised in advance as to the 
time and place of the playoff — see Section 2; Part 7. If a playoff is not feasible, 
ties should be decided by matching score cards — see Section 2; Part 7(c) for the 
USGA’s recommended method.

In the case of a handicap match-play competition in which flights are to be 
determined by a qualifying round, the qualifying round may be conducted at 
scratch or on a handicap basis. If it is desired not to have high and low-handi-
cap players competing against one another in matches, qualifying at scratch is 
recommended. 

Champion Anna Schultz after the final round  
of the USGA Senior Women’s Amateur Champi-
onship held at Sunriver (Ore.) Resort.

During the latter rounds of a match-play cham-
pionship, the status of the match is displayed 
on a portable scoreboard called a “standard.”
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Although the draw for match play may be completely blind or certain players 
may be distributed throughout different quarters or eighths, the General Nu-
merical Draw is recommended if flights are determined by a qualifying round. 
Under the General Numerical Draw, each player is assigned a number based on 
his qualifying score. The lowest qualifier is No. 1, the second lowest qualifier is 
No. 2, and so on. 

For purposes of determining places in the draw, ties in qualifying rounds other 
than those for the last qualifying place shall be decided by the order in which 
scores are returned, the first score to be returned receiving the lowest avail-
able number, etc. If it is impossible to determine the order in which scores are 
returned, ties shall be determined by a blind draw.  If players start from the 
1st and 10th tees during stroke-play qualifying, it is recommended that a blind 
draw be used for ties.

Under the General Numerical Draw, players are paired by number for matches 
as follows: 

If there are insufficient players to complete a flight, byes are used to complete 
it. If there is one bye, the player in the No. 1 position in the draw should receive 
it. If there are two byes, the players in the No. 1 and No. 2 positions in the draw 
should receive them, and so on. If the competition is made up of numerous 
flights, the Committee should fill as many flights as possible before using the 
byes. The byes should be used in completing the last flight. 

Appendix A contains the match-play flight of 64 players for the 2007 USGA Senior 
Women’s Amateur Championship. In this event, the defending champion is not 
exempt from stroke-play qualifying and the General Numerical Draw is used. 

The question of whether a 
defending champion should 
be required to qualify is up to 
the Committee, which should 
announce its decision in 
advance. In a USGA match-play 
championship, the defending 
champion is not exempt from 
stroke-play qualifying because 
the event is a test of current 
ability and the stroke-play phase 
is considered an important 
part of the competition. If the 
defending champion is exempt 
from qualifying, it is custom-
ary, if the General Numerical 
Draw is used, for the defending 
champion to be given the No. 1 
position, the lowest qualifier the No. 2 position, and so on. 

If the defending champion is exempt from qualifying and elects to compete for 
a prize in the qualifying round, equity would seem to require that he forfeit 
his automatic qualification and compete on the same basis as all of the other 
competitors in that round. The Committee may prohibit an exempt defending 
champion from competing in the qualifying round.

The lowest qualifier for match play is known as the “medalist.” Typically, a prize 
of some sort is given in recognition of this accomplishment. At USGA champi-
onships, the lowest qualifying scorer is given a bronze medal. If there is a tie, 
duplicate prizes are awarded. There is no play-off for the No. 1 position in the 
draw. A blind draw should be used to determine who receives this spot.

Consolation Flights may be arranged for players who lose first-round matches. 
In making up the draw for the Consolation Flights, losing players take positions 
in the same sequence as in the original draw. 

If a player defaults in the first round, the Committee must determine whether 
he is eligible to compete in a Consolation Flight. If the player has an acceptable 
reason for defaulting, he should be allowed to compete. If he has no accept-
able reason, he should be considered to have eliminated himself from further 
competition. 

There are many popular forms of play at the club and local level that are not ex-
pressly covered by the Rules of Golf. The following decisions are applicable only 
in the United States and speak to two very popular such forms of play:

USGA/2-3/100  Player Who Wins First Nine Holes in Nassau Match 
Withdraws During Second Nine

Q. The “Nassau” System of scoring is used in a team match, i.e., in each 
match three points are awarded as follows: one point to the winner of the 
first nine holes, one point to the winner of the second nine and one point 
to the winner over 18 holes. In one match, a player who had defeated his 

 UPPER HALF LOWER HALF UPPER HALF LOWER HALF

 64 QUALIFIERS 32 QUALIFIERS

 1 vs. 64 2 vs. 63 1 vs. 32 2 vs. 31

 32 vs. 33 31 vs. 34 16 vs. 17 15 vs. 18

 16 vs. 49 15 vs. 50 8 vs. 25 7 vs. 26

 17 vs. 48 18 vs. 47 9 vs. 24 10 vs. 23

 8 vs. 57 7 vs. 58 4 vs. 29 3 vs. 30

 25 vs. 40 26 vs. 39 13 vs. 20 14 vs. 19

 9 vs. 56 10 vs. 55 5 vs. 28 6 vs. 27

 24 vs. 41 23 vs. 42 12 vs. 21 11 vs. 22

 4 vs. 61 3 vs. 62    16 QUALIFIERS

 29 vs. 36 30 vs. 35 1 vs. 16 2 vs. 15

 13 vs. 52 14 vs. 51 8 vs. 9 7 vs. 10

 20 vs. 45 19 vs. 46 4 vs. 13 3 vs. 14

 5 vs. 60 6 vs. 59 5 vs. 12 6 vs. 11

 28 vs. 37 27 vs. 38     8 QUALIFIERS

 12 vs. 53 11 vs. 54 1 vs. 8 2 vs. 7

 21 vs. 44 22 vs. 43 4 vs. 5 3 vs. 6

Jane Park, runner-up in the 2003 U.S. Women’s Amateur, 
was exempt into the 2004 championship but still had to 
qualify for match play — and then won.

8  Conditions of the Competition Conditions of the Competition 9



opponent on the first nine holes withdrew due to illness during the second 
nine. Should the player retain the point he won on the first nine or, since 
he withdrew, should he lose all three points?

A. The player should be awarded one point; his opponent won the other 
two points by default.

USGA/29/100 Penalty in “Pinehurst” Foursome Not Related to Ball 
Holed Out

Q. In a foursome competition played under the so-called“Pinehurst” format, 
A and B were partners. In accordance with the format, A hit a second shot 
with B’s ball. B then hit a second shot with a ball he thought was A’s, but 

which in fact was a wrong ball. Since B’s shot with the 
wrong ball was a poor one, B picked up the wrong ball 
and he and A proceeded to play out the hole with B’s 
ball. It was then discovered that the ball B picked up 
was not A’s ball, but rather a wrong ball. 

Do A and B incur any penalty because B played a wrong 
ball in view of the fact that the hole was completed 
with B’s ball which was not related to the play of the 
wrong ball?

A. The Rules of Golf do not cover this form of play. 

It is recommended that a penalty in this form of play 
should be incurred only if related to the ball ultimately 
holed out by the side. Thus, as the ball played by B 
from the tee was ultimately holed out, the side should 
not have incurred a penalty because B played a stroke 
with a wrong ball instead of A’s ball.

b. Stroke Play  If the competition is to be played at 
stroke play, the Committee must decide on the form of 

play, how many rounds are to be played and if more than one round is involved, 
whether the field is to be reduced at some point, whether the field is to be 
broken down into classes and whether the competition is to be at scratch or on 
a handicap basis. Under the Rules of Golf, the form of play can be individual, 
foursomes or four-ball. The winner can be determined on the basis of fewest 
strokes (Rule 3-1) or play can be against a fixed score at each hole (Rule 32).

If the form of play is not covered by the Rules of Golf, e.g., a best-ball-of-four or a 
so-called “scramble,” the Committee should establish in advance any necessary 
special conditions. In the case of a best-ball-of-four, it is suggested that the Rules 
for four-ball stroke play be considered, modified as necessary to apply to a best-
ball-of-four.  

The following Local Rule is recommended for a best-ball-of-four: 

If a player’s ball played from within 20 yards of the hole is deflected or 
stopped by a partner’s ball, the player shall incur a penalty of two strokes 
and the partner’s ball shall be replaced.      

A stroke-play competition may be conducted over 9, 18, 36, 54, 72 or more holes. 
USGA stroke-play competitions are over 72 holes and the fields, which initially 
comprise approximately 150 competitors, are reduced to the 60 lowest scorers 
for the final 36 holes and any tying for 60th place or anyone within 10 strokes of 
the leader. Such a reduction in the field is commonly called the “cut.” 

If the field is to comprise high- and low-handicapped competitors, the Commit-
tee might wish to establish classes so that each competitor will be competing 
against other competitors with comparable ability. The handicap range for each 
class is up to the Committee. For example, in a men’s competition Flight A might 
comprise competitors with handicaps from scratch through 9, Flight B might be 
for those with handicaps from 10 through 18. Flight C for those with handicaps 
of 19 through 29 and Flight D for those with handicaps of 30 and higher.

4. Schedule 
The Committee must establish a schedule of play, i.e., the date on which each 
round is to be played or, in the case of a competition to be played over an ex-
tended period, the period during which each round is to be played.  This period 
of time must include a deadline. In other than intra-club events, the Commit-
tee should also arrange for players to have access to the course for practice on a 
certain day or days, if feasible. 

5. Method of Entering Competition 
The Committee must determine the proce-
dure for entering the competition. In USGA 
championships, entry forms are provided 
which players must fill out and return to 
the USGA office by a certain date along 
with the entry fee. In addition to the form 
itself, USGA entry applications contain 
eligibility requirements, the format and 
schedule, the deadline for registration at 
the championship site, practice dates and 
many other conditions. Appendix I con-
tains examples of eligibility sections from USGA entry applications. Copies of 
USGA entry forms can be downloaded from the USGA’s Web site, www.usga.org.

In some club events a player might be entitled to enter by simply requesting the 
golf professional to post his name on the score sheet. The matter of the method 
of entering is solely up to the Committee. 

6. Times of Starting and Groups 
Rule 33-3 of the Rules of Golf states in part: “The Committee shall lay down the 
times of starting and, in stroke play, arrange the groups in which competitors 
shall play.” This does not preclude the Committee from permitting players in 
both match play and stroke play from determining their own starting times or 
competitors in stroke play from determining their own groupings. It is advis-
able to give players these rights if a round is to be played over a period of days, 
rather than on a particular day. 

Tiger Woods completed 72 
holes at 12 under par (272) in 
winning the 100th U.S. Open. 
Not only did he lead from 
start to finish, but he set a 
championship record when he 
won by 15 strokes. The USGA now accepts all entries for its 

championships electronically.
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With regard to a match-play competition being played over an extended period, 
Rule 33-3 states: 

When a match-play competition is played over an extended period, the 
Committee establishes the limit of time within which each round must be 
completed. When players are allowed to arrange the date of their match 
within these limits, the Committee should announce that the match must 
be played at a stated time on the last day of the period, unless the players 
agree to a prior date. 

When matches may be played anytime within a stipulated period, the player 
whose name appears on the upper line of each bracket may be assigned the 
responsibility of contacting his opponent and arranging a time for playing the 
match. 

In formal competitions in which each round is played on an established day, 
it is customary for the Committee to determine groupings in stroke play and 
starting times in both match play and stroke play. Groupings and starting times 
should be made available to players well in advance. 

If it is impossible to post or distribute groupings and starting times well in 
advance, as would be the case if play is not completed until late in the day and 
a “cut” is to be made, the Committee should estimate the time that groupings 
and starting times will be available that evening and arrange for someone at 

the course or club to advise players as to 
their starting times for the next day by 
telephone. If the Committee estimates 
that groupings and starting times will 
be available at 8:30 p.m., the next step 
is to post a notice along these lines: “To 
obtain starting times for tomorrow, tele-
phone the course or club after 8:30 p.m.”

When matches in flights are to be played 
on the same day, it is recommended that 
matches in any given flight be started 
consecutively. 

Starting-time intervals are very impor-
tant. If the interval between matches or groups is insufficient, play will back 
up on the course. The players in each group will be constantly waiting for the 
preceding group to clear the drive zone or the putting green. This is unfair to 
players because it is difficult to maintain concentration under such conditions, 
and results in players being on the course too long. When the intervals are 
insufficient, the Committee will often accuse the players of playing too slowly, 
when in fact the fault lies with the Committee. 

The interval between starting times when play is in groups of two should be at 
least eight  or nine minutes. In groups of three, the USGA recommends 10 or 
11-minute intervals. 

The Committee has full authority to determine groupings in stroke-play which 
should be in pairs, threes or fours. In the U.S. Open, U.S. Women’s Open and 

U.S. Senior Open, all of which are 72-hole stroke-play competitions, competitors 
compete in groups of three in the first two rounds and in pairs in the last two 
rounds. In the first two rounds, some prominent competitors are grouped to-
gether and the rest are grouped by 
blind draw, except that grouping 
competitors who qualified from the 
same section is avoided. Groupings 
for the second round are the same 
as for the first, but starting times 
are established so that each group 
has one early and one late starting 
time. If a two-tee start is utilized, 
players will start on the first hole 
one day and on the tenth hole the 
other day. Appendix B contains two 
examples of groupings and starting 
times for the first two rounds of a 
USGA stroke-play championship. 

In the third round of the three 
Open championships, competitors are grouped based on scores after 36 holes. If 
there is an even number of competitors, the competitors with the highest and 
the next to highest scores tee off first, and so on, with the competitors in first 
and second place teeing off last. If there is an odd number of players, the com-
petitor with the highest score has the option of playing alone with a marker or 
with a playing marker appointed by the USGA. 

In the fourth round, the same procedure is used except the groupings are based 
on 54-hole scores. 

With regard to the third and fourth rounds, the positions of competitors with 
the same score for 36 or 54 holes should be based on the order in which scores 
are returned, the first score to be returned (i.e., the competitor with the earliest 
starting time) receiving the lowest available number, and so on. (The lower the 
number, the later the starting time.) If it is impossible to determine the order in 
which scores are returned, such positions should be determined by blind draw. 

In the qualifying rounds for USGA match-play championships, competitors 
compete in groups of three. 

Rule 33-3 does not state that the Committee shall arrange the groups in match 
play because the Rules contemplate that a player and his opponent shall com-
pete against one another without accompaniment by any other player or match, 
i.e., the Rules do not contemplate two single matches being played concurrently. 
Although it may seem harmless and appear to save time when two matches 
are played concurrently, it can give rise to Rules problems. If it is impossible to 
avoid concurrent matches, it should be noted that the players in one match are 
outside agencies with regard to the players in the other match, and vice versa. 

Rule 6-3 governs in the event of lateness for starting. It provides: “The player 
shall start at the time established by the Committee.” The penalty for breach of 
Rule 6-3 is disqualification. 

Stephen Ames at the sixth tee during the third 
round of the 2007 U.S. Open Championship 
held at Oakmont (Pa.) Country Club.

Tiger Woods plays his second shot on the second hole 
during the first round of the 2007 U.S. Open Champi-
onship at Oakmont (Pa.) Country Club. 
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However, a Note under Rule 6-3 states: 

The Committee may provide in the conditions 
of a competition (Rule 33-1) that, if the player 
arrives at his starting point, ready to play, 
within five minutes after his starting time, 
in the absence of circumstances which war-
rant waiving the penalty of disqualification as 
provided in Rule 33-7, the penalty for failure to 
start on time is loss of the first hole in match 
play or two strokes at the first hole in stroke 
play instead of disqualification. 

This condition is in effect for all USGA champion-
ships. The USGA recommends it for all competi-
tions. A Decision on the Rules of Golf clarifies 
when competitors must be present for a starting 
time: 

6-3a/2  Time of Starting; All Competitors Must 
Be Present

Q. In a stroke-play competition, A, B, and C were 
drawn by the Committee to play together starting 

at 9 a.m. A and B were present at the appointed time. C arrived at 9:02 a.m. 
after A and B had played from the teeing ground but just in time to play in 
the correct order.

What is the ruling?

A. C is disqualified for failure to start at the time laid down by the Com-
mittee (Rule 6-3a) unless circumstances warrant waiving the penalty under 
Rule 33-7.

All competitors in a group must be present and ready to play at the time 
laid down by the Committee, in this case 9 a.m. The order of play is not 
relevant.

If the Committee had adopted the Note to Rule 6-3 as a condition of the 
competition, the five-minute period would have started at the time laid 
down by the Committee. Therefore, in this case the time started at 9 a.m. 
and C would incur a penalty of two stokes, rather than be subject to dis-
qualification.

7. How to Decide Ties 
In both match play and stroke play, a tie can be an acceptable result. However, 
when it is desired to have a sole winner, the Committee has the authority, un-
der Rule 33-6, to determine how and when a tie is decided. The decision should 
be published in advance.

The USGA recommends: 

Match Play
A match that ends all square should be played off hole by hole until one side 
wins a hole. The play-off should start on the hole where the match began. In a 
handicap match, handicap strokes should be allowed as in the stipulated round.

Stroke Play
(a)  In the event of a tie in a scratch stroke-play competition, a play-off is recom-

mended. The play-off may be over 18 holes or a smaller number of holes as 
specified by the Committee. If that is not feasible or there is still a tie, a hole-
by-hole play-off is recommended.

(b)  In the event of a tie in a handicap stroke-play competition, a play-off with 
handicaps is recommended. The play-off may be over 18 holes or a smaller 
number of holes as specified by the Committee. It is recommended that any 
such play-off consist of at least three holes. 

In competitions where the handicap stroke allocation table is not relevant, 
if the play-off is less than 18 holes the percentage of 18 holes played should 
be applied to the players’ handicaps to determine their play-off handicaps. 
Handicap stroke fractions of one-half stroke or more should count as a full 
stroke and any lesser fraction should be disregarded. 

In competitions where the handicap stroke table is relevant, such as four-
ball stroke play and bogey, par and Stableford competitions, handicap 
strokes should be taken as they were assigned for the competition using the 
players’ respective stroke allocation table(s). 

(c)  If a play-off of any type is not feasible, matching score cards is recommended. 
The method of matching cards should be announced in advance and should 
also provide what will happen if this procedure does not produce a winner. 
An acceptable method of matching the cards is to determine the winner on 
the basis of the best score for the last nine holes. If the tying players have the 
same score for the last nine, determine the winner on the basis of the last six 
holes, last three holes and finally the 18th hole. If this method is used in a 
competition with a multiple tee start, it is recommended that the “last nine 
holes, last six holes, etc.” is considered to be holes 10-18, 13-18, etc.

For competitions where the handicap stroke table is not relevant, such as 
individual stroke play, if the last nine, last six, last three holes scenario is 
used, one-half, one-third, one-sixth, etc. of the handicaps should be deducted 
from the score for those holes. In terms of the use of fractions in such 
deductions, the Committee should act in accordance with the recommenda-
tions of the relevant handicapping authority.

In competitions where the handicap stroke table is relevant, such as four-
ball stroke play and bogey, par and Stableford competitions, handicap 
strokes should be taken as they were assigned for the competition, using the 
players’ respective stroke allocation table(s).

In USGA match-play championships, the following is a condition: “In the event 
of a tied match, (a) the winner is decided immediately by a hole-by-hole play-
off and (b) the stipulated round is deemed to extend to as many holes as are 
required for a match to be won.”

Se Ri Pak outlasted amateur 
Jenny Chuasiriporn in an 18-hole 
play-off that went two extra holes 
in 1998 during the U.S.Women’s 
Open Championship at Black Wolf 
Run Golf Club in Kohler, Wis.
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The USGA exercises the authority to extend the stipulated round in match play 
(Rule 2-3) to prevent a player, who is all square with his opponent after the 
regulation round, from changing clubs, receiving advice, etc., before playing 
extra holes.

In a match-play event preceded by a stroke-play qualifying round or rounds, 
the number of competitors tied for the last place can be significant. In USGA 
championships played under such a format, the entry forms state with regard 
to the qualifying competition the following: “A tie for last place will be decided 
immediately by a hole-by-hole play-off.”

Normally, there should be no more than five competitors in any group in such a 
play-off. Thus, if there are seven competitors playing off, the Committee should 
divide them into a group of three and a group of four, and have them tee off in 
the order of finish in the previous round.

A hole-by-hole play-off with seven competitors playing off, for example, for four 
places works as follows: Group 1, comprising A, B and C play the first hole and then 
wait for Group 2, comprising D, E, F and G, to play the first hole. A, C and F score 4 
at the first hole, B, D and G score 5 and E scores 6. Based on this result, A, C and F 
have won places, E is eliminated and B, D and G must play on for one place.

Even if there are only two competitors in such a play-off, under the Rules, the 
play-off is conducted at stroke play. Rule 33-6 states in part: 

“A halved match must not be decided by stroke play. A tie in stroke play 
must not be decided by a match.”

8. Handicaps 

a. Handicap to be used in Competition Section 2; Part 7 deals in part with 
deciding ties in handicap competitions. A Committee conducting a handicap 
competition should also be familiar with the following facets of the USGA 
Handicap System having to do with the handicap to be used in competition so 
that appropriate conditions can be formulated:

(i) It is recommended that it be a condition of a handicap competition that, at 
the start of the competition, a player should use his USGA Handicap Index in 
effect on the date the competition commences.

(ii) It is recommended that, regardless of the length of the competition, when 
practical each player use his Handicap Index in effect at the time each round 
is played. Thus, in the event a competition spans a handicap revision date, new 
Handicap Indexes resulting from such revision should be used in competition 
rounds following that date.

(iii) When a USGA Handicap Index is an eligibility requirement for entry into a 
competition, a player’s eligibility from a handicap standpoint should depend on 
his USGA Handicap Index in effect on the date his entry is filed.

(iv) A player belonging to more than one club and having different USGA Handi-
cap Indexes at each club must use his lowest Handicap Index when competing 
with players from more than one club.

b. Handicap Allowances Section 9-4 of the USGA Handicap System manual 
provides recommended handicap allowances for various forms of play. A player 
receiving handicap strokes must take them in the order assigned on the score 
card, except as noted otherwise below. In all calculations, the result is rounded 
off to the nearest whole number (.5 or more is rounded upward). Handicaps are 
for 18 holes. Each allowance below applies as a unit to each 18-hole round, even 
though the competition may consist of more than one round.

The following are the USGA’s recommended allowances:

Singles Match Play
Allow the higher-handicapped player the full difference between the Course 
Handicaps of the two players; the lower-handicapped player plays from scratch. 
For example, a player with a Course Handicap of 17 receives four strokes from a 
player with a Course Handicap of 13. He receives them on the first four allocated 
handicap-stroke holes.

Singles Match Play vs. Par or Bogey or in Stableford Competition
Allow each player the full Course Handicap.

Four-Ball Match Play
Reduce the Course Handicaps of all four players by the Course Handicap of the 
player with the lowest handicap, who then plays from scratch. Each of the three 
other players is allowed 100 percent of the difference.

In mixed four-ball match play, strokes are taken as assigned on the players’ 
respective stroke-allocation table. The Committee in charge of the competition 
designates the tees to be played.

Four-Ball Match Play vs. Par or Bogey
Men: Allow each player 90 percent of his Course Handicap.
Women: Allow each player 95 percent of her Course Handicap.

Total Score of Partners

Match Play
Reduce the Course Handicaps of all four players by the Course Handicap of the 
player with the lowest Course Handicap, who must then play from scratch. Each 
of the three other players is allowed 100 percent of the difference.

Best-Ball-of-Four Match Play vs. Par or Bogey
Men: Allow each player 80 percent of his Course Handicap.
Women: Allow each player 90 percent of her Course Handicap.

Foursome Match Play
Allow the higher-handicapped side 50 percent of the difference between the 
combined Course Handicaps of each side. (When selected drives are permitted, 
the allowance is 40 percent.) The lower handicapped side competes at scratch.
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Foursome Match Play vs. Par or Bogey
Allow 50 percent of the partners’ combined Course Handicaps. (When selected 
drives are permitted, the allowance is 40 percent.)

Chapman or Pinehurst Match Play
The partner with the lower Course Handicap receives 60 percent of his Course 
Handicap. The partner with the higher Course Handicap receives 40 percent of 
his Course Handicap. The side with the higher Course Handicap receives the dif-
ference between the Course Handicap of each side. The lower-handicapped side 
plays from scratch.

Individual Stroke Play
Allow each competitor his full Course Handicap. (A plus Course Handicap must 
be added to the gross score to determine the net score.)

Four-Ball Stroke Play, Better Ball Basis
Men: Allow each competitor 90 percent of his Course Handicap.
Women: Allow each competitor 95 percent of her Course Handicap.

In mixed four-ball stroke play, strokes are taken as assigned on the players’ 
respective stroke allocation table, and players must play from the sets of tees 
designated by the comittee in charge of the competition.

Note: It is suggested that the Committee considers it a condition of four-ball 
stroke-play competitions that the Course Handicap (after allowance) of the 
members of a side may not differ by more than eight strokes. A side with a large 
difference has an advantage over a side with a small Course Handicap differ-
ence. If a difference of more than eight strokes cannot be avoided, it is suggested 
that an additional 10 percent reduction be applied to the Course Handicap of 
each member of the advantaged side.

Total Score of Partners Stroke Play
Partners receive full combined Course Handicap.

Best-Ball-of-Four Stroke Play
Men: Allow each competitor 80 percent of his Course Handicap.
Women: Allow each competitor 90 percent of her Course Handicap.

Two-Best-Balls-of-Four
Men: Allow each competitor 90 percent of his Course Handicap.
Women: Allow each competitor 95 percent of her Course Handicap.

Foursomes Stroke Play
Allow 50 percent of the partners’ combined Course Handicaps. When selected 
drives are permitted, the allowance is 40 percent. A plus combined Course 
Handicap side must be added to the gross score to determine the net score.

Chapman or Pinehurst Stroke Play
The player with the lower Course Handicap is allowed 60 percent of his Course 

Handicap. The player with the higher Course Handicap is allowed 40 percent of 
his Course Handicap. 

Stableford Competition
Allow each player his full Course Handicap and strokes are taken as they are 
allocated on the stroke allocation table.

c. Players Competing from Different Tees or Men and Women 
from Same Tees

1)  Different Tees: Men vs. Men; Women vs. Women; Men vs. Women
Different tees usually have different ratings. Since a USGA Course Rating reflects 
the probable scores of scratch golfers, the higher-rated course is more difficult, 
and the player playing from the set of tees with the higher USGA Course Rating 
receives additional stroke(s) equal to the difference between each USGA Course 
Rating with the resulting figure rounded off to the nearset whole number (.5 or 
more is rounded upward).

2) Same Tees: Men vs. Women
Men and women playing from the same set of tees will have 
different ratings since the women’s USGA Course Rating 
usually will be higher, women receive additional strokes 
equal to the difference between men’s and women’s  USGA 
Course Rating with the resulting figure rounded off to the 
nearest whole number (.5 or more is rounded upward).

The amount of the adjustment is added to the Course 
Handicap even if it causes a Course Handicap to exceed the 
maximum Handicap Index possible for the Slope Rating of 
the set of tees being played.

Note: The adjustment for the difference in Course Ratings 
is applied after the appropriate handicap allowance has 
been determined so that the percentage reduction in Course 
Handicaps does not affect the adjustment for difference in 
Course Ratings.

9. Prizes 
The Committee should announce in advance the prizes which are to be awarded. 
In a competition in which gross and net prizes are awarded, the procedure in 
the event a competitor wins both a gross and a net prize should be made clear. It 
would seem reasonable in such a case to give the competitor his choice.

In match play, it is customary to award prizes to the winner and runner-up in 
each flight and to the lowest qualifying scorer. It is not uncommon, especially in 
a Championship Flight, also to award prizes to the semifinalists.

A player who defaults in a match may be obliged, at the discretion of the Com-
mittee, to forfeit any prize won in the qualifying round.

In stroke play, the number of prizes to be awarded rests with the Committee. If 

A hard-won prize — 1998  
U.S. Amateur champion  
Hank Kuehne and his 
brother Trip, runner-up 
in the 1994 champion-
ship, express their delight 
in Hank receiving the 
Havemeyer Trophy.
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the competition is broken down into classes, it is custom-
ary for the winner of each class to receive a prize.

The Rules of Amateur Status prohibit acceptance of a prize 
of retail value exceeding $750, except for prizes of only 
symbolic value such as a trophy or crystal. The cooperation 
of Committees in upholding the Rules of Amateur Status, 
which may be found in the “Rules of Golf” book and on the 
USGA’s Web site, www.usga.org, is earnestly requested.

10. Motorized Carts and Caddies
The Rules of Golf do not prohibit the use of a motorized 
cart, nor do they place any restriction on who may serve as 
a caddie.

Except in some events, the USGA prohibits the use of 
motorized carts in its championships by means of the following condition pub-
lished in the entry application and Local Rules and Conditions of Competition 
for USGA Championships: “Players must walk at all times. Optional Condition as 
prescribed in Appendix I (“Rules of Golf” book) is in effect.”

If motorized carts are allowed and no caddies are available, the following Local 
Rule is recommended:

A motorized cart is part of the player’s equipment:

(1) When a cart is shared by two or more players, the cart and everything 
in it are deemed to be the equipment of one of the players sharing the 
cart. If the cart is being moved by one of the players (or the partner of 
one of the players) sharing it, the cart and everything in it are deemed to 
be that player’s equipment. Otherwise, the cart and everything in it are 
deemed to be the equipment of the player sharing the cart whose ball (or 
whose partner’s ball) is involved.

(2) A player or players using a cart may appoint someone to drive the cart, in 
which case the driver is considered to be the caddie of the player or players.

(3) Use of a cart by anyone other than the player or players using it or the 
appointed driver is prohibited. Any player allowing unauthorized use of 
his cart is subject to penalty as follows:

PENALTY FOR BREACH OF CONDITION: 

Match play At the conclusion of the hole at which the breach is discovered, 
the state of the match is adjusted by deducting one hole for each hole at 
which a breach occurred. Maximum deduction per round: two holes.

Stroke play Two strokes for each hole at which any breach occurred; maxi-
mum penalty per round: four strokes. In the event of a breach between the 
play of two holes, the penalty applies to the next hole.

Match or stroke play Use of any unauthorized automotive vehicle must be 
discontinued immediately upon discovering that a breach has occurred. 
Otherwise, the player is disqualified.

If some caddies are available, it is suggested that they be assigned in an equitable 
way and that the above suggested Local Rule be adopted with Item (2) amended to 
read as follows:

A player or players using a cart may appoint someone to drive the cart if 
no caddie is available, in which case the driver is considered to be the cad-
die of the player or players.

If the Committee wishes to restrict or prohibit caddies, it must lay down a 
condition to that effect (Rule 6-4 – Note). In the U.S.  Junior Amateur Champion-
ships, there is a condition prohibiting a player from using his parent, guardian 
or step-parent as a caddie.

11. List of Conforming Golf Balls
It is a condition in USGA championships that only brands of golf balls on this 
list may be used. The penalty for a breach of the condition is disqualification. 
The List of Conforming Golf Balls is available from the USGA and is updated on 
a monthly basis. Go to www.usga.org for the current list.

12. List of Conforming Driver Heads
It is a condition in USGA championships that only driver heads found on this 
list may be used. The list is available from the USGA at www.usga.org. 

PENALTY FOR CARRYING, BUT NOT MAKING STROKE WITH, CLUB OR 
CLUBS IN BREACH OF CONDITION:

Match play At the conclusion of the hole at which the breach is discovered, 
the state of the match is adjusted by deducting one hole for each hole at 
which a breach occurred; maximum deduction per round — Two holes.

A caddie is one who  
carries or handles a 
player’s clubs during 
play and otherwise  
assists him in accor-
dance with the Rules.

The indoor test range (ITR) is now used to test the overall distance standard, one of five criteria used to
determine whether a golf ball conforms.
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Stroke play Two strokes for each hole at which any breach occurred; maxi-
mum penalty per round — Four strokes.

Match or stroke play In the event of a breach between the play of two 
holes, the penalty applies to the next hole.

Bogey and par competitions See Note 1 to Rule 32-1a.

Stableford competitions See Note 1 to Rule 32-1b.

Any club or clubs carried in breach of this condition must be declared 
out of play by the player to his opponent in match play or his marker or a 
fellow-competitor in stroke play immediately upon discovery that a breach 
has occurred. If the player fails to do so, he is disqualified.

PENALTY FOR MAKING STROKE WITH CLUB IN BREACH OF CONDITION: 
Disqualification. 

13. One-Ball Condition
In USGA championships, a condition prohibits a player from changing brands 
of golf balls during a round. This condition is commonly called the “One-Ball 
Rule.” Following is the text of the condition; the USGA does not recommend it 
except for high-level competitions:

LIMITATION ON GOLF BALLS USED DURING ROUND (Note to Rule 5-1)

(i) One Ball Condition

During a stipulated round, the balls a player plays must be of the same 
brand and model as detailed by a single entry on the current List of  
Conforming Golf Balls.

Note: If a ball of a different brand and/or model is dropped or placed,  
it may be lifted, without penalty, and the player must then proceed by 
dropping or placing a proper ball (Rule 20-6).

PENALTY FOR BREACH OF CONDITION: 

Match Play At the conclusion of the hole at which the breach is discovered, 
the state of the match is adjusted by deducting one hole for each hole at 
which a breach occurred; maximum deduction per round– Two holes.

Stroke Play Two strokes for each hole at which any breach occurred;  
maximum penalty per round – Four strokes.

(ii) Procedure When Breach Discovered

When a player discovers that he has played a ball in breach of this condition, 
he must abandon that ball before playing from the next teeing ground and 
complete the round with a proper ball; otherwise, the player is disqualified. 
If discovery is made during play of a hole and the player elects to substitute a 
proper ball before completing that hole, the player must place a proper ball 
on the spot where the ball played in breach of the condition lay.

Section 3 Preparing the Course

1. General
In determining the teeing grounds for a competition, each hole should be evalu-
ated and the course set up from a distance standpoint so as to provide a stern, 
but fair test and require a player to use all or at least most of his clubs during a 
round. In recent years, the lengths of U.S. Open and Amateur courses have run 
from about 6,800 yards to over 7,700 yards. The lengths of Senior Open courses 
run from 6,500 yards to 6,900 yards. The lengths of Women’s Open and Wom-
en’s Amateur courses run from approximately 6,300 to just over 6,600 yards.

An attempt should be made to set up the par-3 holes at different lengths so that 
a different club will be required for each one.

If grass clippings or other debris have been piled in areas that might come into 
play, the Committee should ask the golf course superintendent to remove them 
prior to the start of the competition. Such clippings can cause Rules problems.

2. Fairways
A course should be set up so as to require accuracy as well as length. 

The narrowing of fairways, which necessitates a change in contours through 
mowing height or sodding portions of each fairway, should be undertaken as 
far in advance of a competition as possible. When an area normally treated as 
fairway begins to be mowed as rough, it develops an extremely heavy and dense 
turf cover. This kind of rough presents a far more difficult playing situation 
than the areas normally constituting rough. Early determination and delinea-
tion of fairway areas will allow the golf course superintendent to avoid mainte-
nance practices that would result in uneven playing conditions.

When to water and how much are topics that must be discussed with the golf course superintendent 
prior to the start of a competition.
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Fairways should be maintained so as to provide a firm and tight turf. Generally, 
cutting heights greater than ¾" should be avoided because it can result in “fli-
ers,” i.e., shots without backspin due to the existence of grass between the ball 
and the face of the club at impact.

The height of cut of the fairways (depending upon turf species) should be between 
three-eighths and five-eighths of an inch.

3. Putting Greens
Reasonably fast, smooth 
and firm putting greens 
add an important di-
mension to the game.

The firmness of the put-
ting greens should be 
such that they will hold 
a crisply hit approach 
shot from the fairway, 
but will not hold a mis-
hit shot or a “flier” from 
the rough. Firm putting 
greens also require a 
player to “manage” his 
shotmaking to provide 

better and easier approaches into difficult hole locations. The degree of firm-
ness of the putting greens will vary depending upon the players in the field 
(e.g., men, women, amateurs, professionals, juniors, etc.), weather conditions, 
soil conditions, turf health and available resources.

Double-mowing and/or rolling putting greens during a competition is common. 
Not only will it increase speed, but it will provide smoother putting surfaces for 
competitors.

Reasonably fast putting greens are desirable because they require a player to 
have a delicate putting touch, as well as good nerves and a good touch to handle 
little pitch and chip shots around the putting greens.

Getting the putting greens up to the speeds desired for a competition will take 
a lot of advance work. Cultural practices such as verticutting, aerating and 
topdressing should be used to minimize thatch. Desired speeds are difficult to 
achieve if excessive thatch exists and the putting greens are grainy, which is  
extremely undesirable. The USGA Stimpmeter®, a device designed to measure 
the speeds of putting greens, should be used to monitor the greens to ensure 
that the desired speed is attained by the beginning of the event. Also, the  
Stimpmeter should be used to ensure consistency from green to green. The 
exact reading depends upon such things as putting green contours, turf species 
and conditions and weather.

The practice putting green should be of the same character and putting quality 
as the putting greens on the course, and must be managed the same as the put-
ting greens on the course.

Between the putting green and the intermediate rough (see Section 3; Part 4), 
there should be a collar of about 30 inches in width (one walk-behind mower 
pass) cut at three-eighths to one-half inch.

It is suggested that, beginning at least one month before the competition, the 
golf course superintendent be requested to cut the holes at places not to be used 
in the competition, so that old hole plugs will not interfere.

4. Rough
The rough should be of sufficient height to provide a significant problem, but 
not so penal that a player in the rough off the tee will have to take a wedge and 
hack the ball sideways to the fairway. If the rough is this penal, a player will be 
penalized a full stroke for an errant drive. The USGA believes that the penalty 
for straying off the fairway should be 
about one-half stroke.

The desired height of the rough depends 
on the type of grass involved, its density 
and the players in the field. In USGA 
competitions, if the rough consists of cool 
season turfgrasses of normal density, the 
height of the rough commonly falls be-
tween 3 and 6 inches, except that there is 
a strip of rough about 6 feet wide just off 
the fairways and around the greens cut 
at 1¼ inches. The purpose of this inter-
mediate cut of rough is to provide a lesser 
penalty for a player who misses a fairway 
or a putting green by a yard or so. In some 
cases the width of the intermediate rough 
may be wider than six feet, especially 
along narrow fairways.

If the rough is comprised of bermuda-
grass, the intermediate rough is about 1 
inch long and the primary rough between 
2 and 3½ inches long. 

Less punitive rough would be advisable 
for most club competitions.

5. Teeing Grounds
The teeing grounds should be cut at ¼ to 
½ inch. Firm, dry turf is essential. Over-watering to produce a soft, mushy turf is 
undesirable. If a teeing ground is not level, ask the golf course superintendent 
to correct the situation well in advance of the event.

6. Bunkers
The settled depth of sand in bunkers should be 4 to 6 inches, except that the 
sand in the faces of bunkers must be shallow enough and firm enough to pre-
vent balls from becoming lost. If any fresh sand is put into bunkers, it should 

Double-mowing putting greens during a competition is recom-
mended. Not only will it increase speed, but it will provide smoother 
putting surfaces for competitors.

Typically, the intermediate cut of the rough is 
approximately six feet wide.
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be done at least three 
months before the com-
petition so that it settles 
and firms to match the 
existing sand conditions.

Players should not 
be able to putt out of 
bunkers. To prevent 
this, create a lip on the 
front edge of greenside 
bunkers.

The Committee should 
ensure that a rake will 
be placed at each bunker 
for use by players and caddies. The USGA recommends that rakes be placed out-
side bunkers away from play in locations where they will least likely affect play.

7. Trees     
Tree basins should be filled, if feasible, and support wires and tree wrappings 
should be removed. Otherwise, Rules problems may arise. Tree branches should 
be pruned in a case where they might present an unreasonable situation in the 
playing of a stroke.

Section 4 Marking the Course

1. General 
Before any competition begins, it is extremely important for the Committee to 
ensure that the course has been properly and completely marked. If boundaries 
and water hazards are clearly defined and all areas which should be classified 
as ground under repair have been marked as such, the Committee will have 
few problems. Conversely, if the Committee is lax in this respect, it is asking for 
trouble.

2. Out of Bounds 
Out of bounds must be clearly defined. Wooden, one-inch by two-inch stakes 
painted white, firmly fixed and protruding two or three feet from the ground, 
are satisfactory. If there is a fence along a boundary, however, the fence posts 
should be used to define the boundary. Boundary stakes should be continued 
as far as there exists the remotest possibility that a ball may go out of bounds. 
Boundaries are defined 
by the inside points at 
ground level of fence 
posts and stakes. The 
fence posts and stakes 
are not obstructions; the 
Rules provide no relief 
from them without 
penalty.

It is suggested that 
boundary stakes be 
situated about 15 yards 
apart, but they must be 
closer than that if this 
is necessary to enable a 
player to sight from one 
stake to the next with-
out bushes, trees or anything else intervening. It is absolutely essential that it 
be possible to sight from one stake to the next because in a close case it may be 
necessary to stretch a string at ground level from the inside point of one stake 
to the inside point of the next stake in order to determine whether a ball is out 
of bounds.

As a precaution, the USGA paints a white circle around the base of each bound-
ary stake so that, if the stake is removed without the Committee’s authority, the 
Committee will know exactly where the stake had been located, and reinstall it.

A boundary can be defined by means other than white stakes or fence posts. For 
example, a wall along the perimeter of a course might define out of bounds. Any 
means of defining out of bounds should be stated on a Notice to Players (or Local 
Rules) — see Section 6. In the case of a wall, it is suggested that the inside face of 
the wall define the boundary (see also Decision 33-2a/16 in the “Decisions on the 
Rules of Golf” book).

The USGA recommends that rakes be placed outside bunkers.

If possible, stakes and support wires should be removed prior to the start of a competition. Alternatively, 
the stakes and wires are treated as obstructions. If it is necessary to protect the tree, a Local Rule may be 
implemented to do so.

When a fence defines a boundary, the fence posts determine the out-
of-bounds line. It is not necessary and can be confusing to supple-
ment with white stakes.
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It is not recommended that the edge of a road define a boundary because gener-
ally such edges are not clearly defined. However, if there is a roadway with a 
curbing on the perimeter of the course and the curbing is well defined, the 
Committee might state that the curbing defines the boundary and that a ball is 
not out of bounds until it is over the curbing and on or beyond the road.

It is a common misconception that it is not proper to define as out of bounds 
an area within a course. The USGA often marks as out of bounds areas such as 
parking lots, clubhouses, maintenance areas, tennis courts, practice areas, etc.

It is also permissible to establish out of bounds between two holes if this is nec-
essary for safety reasons and to prevent players from “cutting a dogleg.”

3. Water Hazards
The identification and delineation of water hazards and lateral water hazards 
is essential and should be done prior to the start of the competition. Once the 
competition begins, no changes should be made.

The Definition of “Water Hazard” states that any sea, lake, pond, river, ditch, 
surface drainage ditch or other open water course (whether or not containing 
water) and anything of a similar nature is a water hazard.

When a water hazard fulfills 
the requirements of a lateral 
water hazard (see Definition 
of “Lateral Water Hazard”), 
the Committee should specifi-
cally identify it as such.

In order for a water hazard 
to qualify as a lateral water 
hazard, the body of water 
must be so situated that it is 
not possible or is deemed by 
the Committee to be imprac-
ticable for a player to drop a 
ball behind the hazard and 
keep the point at which the 
ball last crossed the margin 
of the hazard between the 
hole and the spot on which 
the ball is dropped.

A body of water which can 
be properly classified as a lateral water hazard includes a brook parallel to a 
hole if the terrain on the far side is rocky or wooded. In such a case, a player 
could not keep the brook between himself and the hole without dropping in 
extremely difficult terrain. Thus, if the brook were not defined as a lateral wa-
ter hazard, the player would likely be faced with a stroke-and-distance penalty, 
which is too severe.

Occasionally, a body of water conforms to the Definition of “Lateral Water Hazard”  

but a Committee will decide to define it as a water hazard. Generally this is 
done to preserve the complete challenge provided by the hazard – that is, to 
require the hazard be negotiated based on the player’s ability and not the Rules 
of Golf. An example of this principle is the 8th hole at Pebble Beach Golf Links, 
a demanding par 4 where the second shot is played over an inlet of Carmel Bay. 
Defining this portion of the hazard as a water hazard not only preserves the 
demanding challenge but avoids un-
necessary controversy with respect to 
where a ball that comes to rest in the 
water hazard last crossed the margin 
of the hazard.

As provided in the Definitions, yellow 
stakes or yellow lines must be used to 
define the margins of water hazards 
and red stakes or red lines must be 
used to define lateral water hazards.

Wooden one-inch by one-inch stakes 
about 18 inches in length serve sat-
isfactorily as water hazard or lateral 
water hazard stakes.

If lines are preferred, a device (com-
monly called a “paint gun”) designed 
to apply painted lines on grass can be used. If possible, the grass in the area 
where such lines are established should be cut at a relatively short height so 
that a distinctive line will result.

Stakes or lines should be so placed that they include in the hazard not only 
the water, but also rough banks and unkempt growth related directly to it. 
In general, they should be placed where the ground breaks down to form the 
depression containing the water. If, however, there is a large bush just outside 
the natural margin of a lateral water hazard, it is suggested that the bush be 
included in the hazard. Otherwise, a player whose ball entered the hazard in 
this area would not have a reasonable spot at which to drop a ball.

In the case of a lateral water hazard with a “step-down” bank, it is recommend-
ed that the hazard be marked along the top step, so that a player dropping a 
ball within two club-lengths of the hazard margin will be dropping on ground 
from which he will have reasonable opportunity to play a stroke.

When stakes are used, since the line from stake to stake determines the limit of 
the hazard, care must be used to ensure that no area which should be within 
the hazard lies outside the line.

If a body of water is part water hazard and part lateral water hazard, a yellow 
stake and a red stake must be placed together at the spot where the change 
takes place. This applies even if the hazard is defined by a line.

Stakes or lines defining hazards are inside the hazards. Stakes are obstructions, 
so players are entitled to relief without penalty from them under Rule 24-1, if 
they are movable. If they are immovable, relief without penalty is provided by 

By Definition, the sea is a water hazard. On the seventh hole 
at Pebble Beach, the Pacific Ocean is marked as a lateral 
water hazard.

A body of water may need to be defined as both a 
water hazard and a lateral water hazard. It is up 
to the Committee to distincltively mark each part.
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Rule 24-2, if the ball is outside the hazard; if the ball is in the hazard, there is 
no relief without penalty.

Some Committees use lines to define a water hazard, and also a few stakes to 
indicate to players the precise location of the hazard. This is acceptable and is 
contemplated by the Definitions of “Water Hazard” and “Lateral Water Hazard.”

4. Ground Under Repair 
The Committee should search for areas that should be marked as ground under 
repair. It is suggested that the entire course be gone over thoroughly before any 
such areas are marked because the Committee’s conception of what should be 
marked might be different after a tour of the course than before.

For the sake of consistency, it is suggested that the number of Committee mem-
bers authorized to declare an area to be ground under repair be kept as small as 
possible.

In general, the USGA does not mark bare areas in the rough as ground under 
repair, unless the areas are rutted. Such areas in a fairway are generally marked 
as ground under repair.

It is recommended that ground under repair be defined with white lines, us-
ing the same device used for putting down lines for water hazards and lateral 
water hazards. If the terrain is such that putting down a distinctive white line is 
impossible, small stakes painted a distinctive color may be used. Of course, the 
stakes should not be painted white, yellow or red.

It is preferable that all areas which warrant marking as ground under repair 
should be so marked before the start of a competition. The Committee, however, 
has authority to declare an area to be ground under repair during a competi-
tion round.

When heavy rains result in many areas of unusual damage to the course (such 
as deep ruts caused by vehicles or foot prints by spectators) and it is not feasible 
to define them with stakes or lines, a notice to players along the following lines 
is suggested:

Ground under repair may include areas of unusual damage, including 
areas where spectators or other traffic have combined with wet conditions 
to affect materially the ground surface, but only when so declared by a 
Committee member.

Without such a notice, Committee members still have authority to declare 
unusual damage to be ground under repair, if so authorized. A notice, however, 
has the advantage of advising all players that relief from unusual damage might 
be given.

Grass clippings piled for removal are automatically ground under repair —- see 
Definition of “Ground Under Repair.” It is suggested that such piles be removed 
in advance — see Section 3; Part 1.

5. Obstructions and Integral Parts of the Course
Although most obstructions are self-evident, it is sometimes advisable to iden-
tify certain items as obstructions in order to clarify matters for players who are 
not entirely familiar with the Rules. When it is deemed necessary to identify an 
obstruction, this should be done by fastening a sign to it stating: “Obstruction.” 
If there is likely to be doubt as to the extent of the obstruction, it should be 
clearly defined by stakes or lines of a distinctive color.

The Committee has authority to declare any construction to be an integral part 
of the course and thus not an obstruction. For example, if the side of a bunker 
is shored up with wooden pilings, the USGA in its championships will normally 
declare the wooden pilings to be an integral part of the course.

If an artificially-surfaced road or path runs parallel to and is so close to a bound-
ary fence that a player would incidentally get relief from interference by the 
boundary fence in taking relief from the road or path, it is recommended that 
consideration be given to declaring that section of the road or path to be an 
integral part of the course.

The green stakes indicate the section of the cart path that has been declared an integral part of the 
course.
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Section 5 Local Rules

1. General
Rule 33-8 provides:

a. Policy  The Committee may establish Local Rules for local abnormal 
conditions if they are consistent with the policy set forth in Appendix I.

b. Waiving or Modifying a Rule  A Rule of Golf must not be waived by a 
Local Rule. However, if a Committee considers that local abnormal condi-
tions interfere with the proper playing of the game to the extent that it is 
necessary to make a Local Rule that modifies the Rules of Golf, the Local 
Rule must be authorized by the USGA.

In the process of marking the course, the Committee should be mindful of any 
possible abnormal conditions which warrant the adoption of a Local Rule. Ap-
pendix I to the Rules of Golf suggests specific matters for which Local Rules may 
be advisable.

The Committee should consult this section on Local Rules, as well as the Deci-
sions under Rule 33-8 in the “Decisions on the Rules of Golf” book. It is impera-
tive that Local Rules be established for abnormal conditions, not unpleasant 
ones. The Decisions listed under Rule 33-8 include many examples of recom-
mended Local Rules, in addition to Local Rules that should not be adopted. Local 
Rules must not be introduced or altered after a stroke play round has started. 
All competitors in a given round must play under uniform Rules. Local Rules 
which the USGA adopts are listed on the printed card entitled “Local Rules and 
Conditions of Competition for USGA Championships” — see Appendix E. These 
Local Rules and Conditions of Competition are supplemented at each individual 
championship by a Notice to Players — see Appendices F and G.

2. Embedded Ball
Rule 25-2 gives relief for a ball embedded in its 
own pitch-mark in a closely mown area through 
the green. A Local Rule would be appropriate 
giving relief for a ball embedded in its own pitch-
mark anywhere through the green. For the sug-
gested text for such a Local Rule, see Appendix I in 
the “Rules of Golf” book.

3. Young Trees
Many courses have newly planted trees which the 
club wishes to protect. If it is desired to protect 
young trees, they should be identified in some 

manner and the following Local Rule is suggested:

Protection of young trees identified by ______________ — If such a tree 
interferes with a player’s stance or the area of his intended swing, the ball 
must be lifted, without penalty, and dropped in accordance with the pro-
cedure prescribed in Rule 24-2b (Immovable Obstruction). If the ball lies in 

a water hazard, the player must lift and drop the ball in accordance with 
Rule 24-2b(i), except that the nearest point of relief must be in the water 
hazard and the ball must be dropped in the water hazard or the player 
may proceed under Rule 26. The ball may be cleaned when lifted under 
this Local Rule.

Exception: A player may not take relief under this Local Rule if (a) it is 
clearly unreasonable for him to make a stroke because of interference by 
anything other than the tree or (b) interference by the tree would occur only 
through use of an unnecessarily abnormal stance, swing or direction of play.

PENALTY FOR BREACH OF LOCAL RULE:

Match play: Loss of hole
Stroke play: Two strokes

4. Out of Bounds
If there are out of bounds stakes between two holes that apply to only one of 
the holes, it must be made clear in the Notice to Players as to which of the holes 
the boundary applies. Furthermore, it is recommended that, by Local Rule, the 
stakes be deemed immovable obstructions during play of the hole for which the 
stakes do not constitute a boundary.

If there is a public road through the course and the ball crosses the road and 
comes to rest beyond it on another part of the course, under the Rules of Golf 
the ball is in bounds. However, it is suggested that in such a case the following 
Local Rule be adopted:

A ball which crosses a public road defined as out of bounds and comes to 
rest beyond that road is out of bounds, even though it may lie on another 
part of the course.

5. Ground Under Repair
Narrow ditches filled with gravel, called french 
drains, can be found on many courses. It is recom-
mended that french drains be defined as ground 
under repair with a white line, unless they are so 
prevalent on the course that marking all of them 
is not feasible. In that case, it is suggested that the 
Committee adopt a Local Rule stating that french 
drains are to be treated as ground under repair 
— see Section 6.

In many parts of the country, particularly the 
southeast, fire-ants can be found. The bite of a 
fire-ant can cause serious illness. Accordingly, if 
fire-ant mounds exist on a course on which a com-
petition is to be played, it is recommended that a Local Rule be adopted under 
which the fire-ant mounds are treated as ground under repair — see Section 6.

If there are flower beds on the course which the club wishes to protect, it is 
suggested that the Committee define them as ground under repair and by Local 

The USGA recommends implement-
ing the Local Rule for an embedded 
ball through the green. The USGA recommends that french 

drains be treated as ground under 
repair, not obstructions.

Local Rules 33



Rule make it mandatory for a player to take relief if his ball lies in such a flower 
bed, or if his stance would be in the area. The same applies to turf nurseries.

When ground under repair is adjacent to an artificially-surfaced cart path (an 
obstruction), sometimes a player, after obtaining relief from one condition, is 
interfered with by the other condition. Thus, another drop under another Rule 
results. This is cumbersome and could lead to complications. Accordingly, it 
is suggested that if there is ground under repair adjacent to an artificially-sur-
faced cart path, the ground under repair be tied into the cart path with a white 
line and the following Local Rule adopted:

White-lined areas tying into artificially-surfaced roads or paths are declared 
to have the same status as the roads or paths, i.e., they are obstructions, not 
ground under repair. Relief without penalty is provided under Rule 24-2b(i).

When such abnormal ground conditions exist and it is impracticable to give 
relief for the player’s stance, the Note under Rule 25-1a may be adopted which 
allows the Committee to make a Local Rule stating that interference by an 
abnormal ground condition with a player’s stance is deemed not to be, of itself, 
interference under this Rule.

6. Dropping Zones
Under Appendix I of the Rules of Golf, 
a Committee has authority to establish 
special areas on which balls may or 
must be dropped when it is not feasible 
or practicable to proceed exactly in 
conformity with Rule 24-2b (Immovable 
Obstructions), Rule 24-3 (Ball in Obstruc-
tion Not Found), Rule 25-1b or 25-1c 
(Abnormal Ground Conditions), Rule 25-
3 (Wrong Puting Green), Rule 26-1 (Water 
Hazards and Lateral Water Hazards) or 
Rule 28 (Ball Unplayable).

The USGA frequently uses Dropping 
Zones in its championships, particularly 
in the case of water hazards and with 
grandstands and television towers.

Consider the diagram in Appendix C 
of the 4th hole of the Lower Course at 
Baltusrol Golf Club, Springfield, New 
Jersey. Clearly the pond should be defined 
as a water hazard, but it is possible for a 
ball to cross the pond and roll back into 
it in the area marked “X.” In such a case, 

if the player drops a ball behind the water hazard keeping the point at which the 
original ball last crossed the margin of the hazard between the hole and the spot 
on which the ball is dropped, he would be dropping in the trees to the left of the 
hole. This would be unreasonable. Accordingly, in USGA championships played at 
Baltusrol, a Dropping Zone is established at point Y. A Local Rule states that, as an 

additional option under Rule 26-1, for a ball in the water hazard, the player may 
drop a ball under penalty of one stroke on the area marked “Dropping Zone.” 

Note that the Local Rule 
when used for water 
hazards states that the 
player may, not must, 
use the Dropping Zone. 
A player should not be 
deprived of the options 
provided by the Rules. 
Thus, the use of any 
Dropping Zone should be 
optional.

Typically, the Committee 
should attempt to situate 
Dropping Zones so that 
they are not closer to the 
hole than where the play-
er would be dropping the 
ball when using one of his options under the relevant Rule. For example, if a 
Dropping Zone is used as an additional option for a water hazard, the Dropping 
Zone should be located in an area which requires the player to negotiate the wa-
ter hazard with his next stroke. The distance should be similar to a ball played 
under Rule 26-1b. Dropping Zones are not always established in the fairway, but 
oftentimes are located in the rough.

Locating a Dropping Zone on the green side of a water hazard in order to assist 
players who cannot carry the hazard is contrary to the spirit of the game and is 
not the purpose behind establishing Dropping Zones. The character of the hole 
and the position of the water hazard should be preserved when locating Drop-
ping Zones.

The 18th hole at Pebble Beach Golf Links presents a somewhat unusual case 
where a series of dropping zones, positioned along the right side of the bunker, 
can be utilized to avoid having a player take relief from the lateral water hazard 
short and left of the putting green and dropping into the adjacent bunker. In 
such a case a Local Rule must be established by the Committee stating that a 
player whose ball comes to rest in the lateral water hazard (having last crossed 
the hazard margin at a point where, when proceeding under Rule 26-1c(i), the 
player may drop a ball in the bunker) may drop a ball, under penalty of one 
stroke, on the nearest Dropping Zone that is not nearer the hole.

The USGA defines Dropping Zones with a white line. A Dropping Zone is distin-
guished from ground under repair by printing the words “Dropping Zone” or 
“D.Z.” with a paint gun within the Dropping Zone.

The Local Rule also provides the following points with regard to the dropping 
and re-dropping of the ball:

(a) The player does not have to stand within the Dropping Zone when dropping 
the ball.

A player does not have to stand within the Drop-
ping Zone when dropping the ball, however, the 
dropped ball must first strike a part of the course 
within the area marked “Dropping Zone.”

Dropping Zones are often established as an additional option for a 
player proceeding in accordance with Rule 26-1.
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(b) The dropped ball must first strike a part of the course within the Dropping 
Zone.

(c) If the Dropping Zone is defined by a line, the line is within the Dropping 
Zone.

(d) The dropped ball does not have to come to rest within the Dropping Zone.

(e) The dropped ball must be re-dropped if it rolls and comes to rest in a position 
covered by Rule 20-2c(i-vi).

(f) The dropped ball may roll nearer the hole than the spot where it first struck a 
part of the course, provided it comes to rest within two club-lengths of that spot 
and not into any of the positions covered by (e).

(g) Subject to the provisions of (e) and (f), the dropped ball may roll and come to 
rest nearer the hole than: 

•  its original position or estimated position (see Rule 20-2b); 

•  the nearest point of relief or maximum available relief (Rule 24-2, 24-3  
25-1 or 25-3); or 

•  the point where the original ball lost crossed the margin of the water hazard 
or lateral water hazard (Rule 26-1).

7. Temporary Obstructions 
In the case of most competitions, 
there will be no problem with 
temporary immovable obstruc-
tions such as tents, scoreboards, 
refreshment stands, lavatories, etc. 
However, if temporary obstructions 
exist, it is recommended that the 
Local Rule for Temporary Obstruc-
tions in Appendix I of the “Rules of 
Golf” book be adopted. The Local 
Rule on Temporary Obstructions is 
clarified in Appendix D in the back 
of this book.

8. “Preferred Lies” and 
“Winter Rules” 
A Local Rule permitting “preferred lies,” i.e., “winter rules,” should not be ad-
opted except as a most extreme necessity. It is a basic principle of the game that 
the ball be played as it lies. However, adverse conditions, such as heavy snows, 
spring thaws, prolonged rains or extreme heat can make fairways unsatisfactory 
and sometimes prevent use of heavy mowing equipment. When these condi-
tions are so general throughout a course that the Committee believes “preferred 
lies” or “winter rules” would promote fair play or help protect the course, the 
following Local Rule is recommended: 

“A ball lying on a closely mown area through the green [or specify a more 
restricted area, e.g., at the 6th hole] may be lifted without penalty and 
cleaned. Before lifting the ball, the player must mark its position. Hav-
ing lifted the ball, he must place it on a spot within [specify area, e.g., 
six inches, one club-length, etc.] of and not nearer the hole than where it 
originally lay, that is not in a hazard and not on a putting green.

A player may place his ball only once, and it is in play when it has been 
placed (Rule 20-4). If the ball fails to come to rest on the spot on which it 
was placed, Rule 20-3d applies. If the ball when placed comes to rest on the 
spot on which it is placed and it subsequently moves, there is no penalty 
and the ball must be played as it lies, unless the provisions of any other 
Rule apply.

If the player fails to mark the position of the ball before lifting it or moves 
the ball in any other manner, such as rolling it with a club, he incurs a 
penalty of one stroke.

Note: “Closely mown area” means any area of the course, including paths 
through the rough, cut to fairway height or less.

*PENALTY FOR BREACH OF LOCAL RULE:

Match play — Loss of hole; Stroke play — Two strokes

*If a player incurs the general penalty for a breach of this Local Rule, no 
additional penalty under the Local Rule is applied.”

9. Environmentally-Sensitive Areas
When areas on or adjoining the course are 
declared by the appropriate authority to be 
environmentally-sensitive, from which entry into 
and/or play from is prohibited, it is recommended 
that the Local Rule for Environmentally-Sensitive 
Areas in Appendix I of the “Rules of Golf” book be 
adopted. It is the Committee’s responsibility to 
decide whether an Environmentally-Sensitive Area 
should be defined as ground under repair, a water 
hazard or out of bounds. The Committee may not 
define an area as a water hazard or lateral water 
hazard unless it is by definition a water hazard. 
Several Decisions on the Rules of Golf further 
clarify aspects of this Local Rule.

Example of a temporary obstruction at a USGA  
Championship An environmentally-sensitive area 

may only be declared as such by an 
appropriate authority, such as the
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). It may not be done by 
the Committee in charge of the 
competition.
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Section 6 Notice to Players
It is essential for the Committee in charge of a competition to issue a Notice 
to Players which should contain such items as conditions, unless the condi-
tions are stated elsewhere, the means by which out of bounds, water hazards, 
lateral water hazards and ground under repair are defined and any Local Rules 
adopted for the competition. Various Local Rules which the USGA adopts for its 
competitions are listed on the printed card entitled “Local Rules and Conditions 
of Competition for USGA Championships” — see Appendix E. Additional Local 
Rules and conditions for a specific competition and golf course are contained in 
the Notice to Players. A sample of a Notice to Players may be found in Appendix 
F. A list of various other Local Rules, which may be helpful to Committees, may 
be found in Appendix G.    

If special score cards are not published for a competition and the Club’s score 
card is used, the Committee should ensure that none of the information, e.g., 
Local Rules, on the back of the Club’s card, conflicts with information on the 
Notice to Players. 

The Notice to Players should be posted in advance and a supply should be on 
hand at the starting tee(s).

Section 7 Course Setup

1. General
The Committee must appoint someone to set up the course for each competi-
tion round. He may be a member of the Committee or the golf course superin-
tendent. This duty should not be taken lightly. The object is to provide a strong 
test, but not a tricky one. Setting up the course consists of establishing the 
teeing grounds at each hole, determining hole locations, ensuring that bunkers 
have been raked and that putting greens, fairways and tees have been mowed. 
Setting up the course includes checking lines and stakes defining out of bounds, 
water hazards, etc., to make sure they have not been obliterated or removed 
without authority.

Should a stroke-play round be played over several days, the provisions of the 
Note under Rule 33-2b should be adopted. It states:

Where a single round is to be played on more than one day, the Commit-
tee may provide, in the conditions of the competition (Rule 33-1), that the 
holes and teeing grounds may be differently situated on each day of the 
competition, provided that, on any one day, all competitors play with each 
hole and each teeing ground in the same position.

It is recommended that the Committee attempt to have the tee-markers and 
hole locations situated in nearby or similar positions.

2. Teeing Grounds 
As stated in Section 3; Part 1, it should be de-
cided in advance which area of each tee is to be 
used during the competition. In competitions 
extending over several days, the USGA normally 
recommends that each such area be no more than 
ten yards in length. The tee markers should be 
installed within this area each day and balanced 
so that the course will play about the same length 
in each round. The practice of setting up a course 
to play progressively longer during each round of 
a competition is not recommended.

It is recommended that a sign containing the hole 
number, yardage and par be established to the side of each tee, at the center of 
the area to be used. Tee signs are particularly important if some players will be 
unfamiliar with the course. Such signs might prevent a match or group from 
inadvertently playing from a wrong teeing ground.

If signs are not feasible, it is suggested that the hole number be painted on the 
ground on each tee with a paint gun.

On par-3 holes, the area of the tee to be used should be protected well in 
advance to ensure that, for the competition, players will have good turf from 
which to play. In practice rounds, the par-3 tees should continue to be protected. 
At the same time, players should be allowed to use the full length of the tee. 

Starter’s tent on the first tee at a USGA championship. The Notice to Players is distributed by the
starter to each player.

The tee sign contains the hole  
number, official yardage and par.
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Therefore, during practice rounds a 
narrow strip should be left open on 
each side of the tee so that players 
can practice from the full distance. 
The remainder of the tee should be 
protected with wire, plastic netting, 
mesh or rope.

It is preferable that there be only one 
set of tee markers on each tee during 
the competition. If this is not feasible, 
the Notice to Players should state 
which tee markers define the teeing 
grounds for the competition. 

It is preferable that tee markers be 
placed about six yards apart. If the 
width of a teeing ground is wider 
than that, players are more likely to 
inadvertently tee up in front of the 
tee markers.

Tee markers should be set up square 
with the center of the drive zone, so 
that a line from one tee marker to 
the other will be at right angles to 

a line from the teeing ground to the center of the drive zone. It is suggested 
that the person use a T-square to assist in this process. Otherwise, the person 
can stand on the teeing ground, face the center of the drive zone (or the put-
ting green on a par-3 hole) and extend his arms at a 90-degree angle to the 
center of the drive zone. If he then places the tee markers in line with his 
arms, a square setup will result.

It is suggested that in establishing tee markers 
for the first round, the Committee place a small 
white paint dot on the tee at the spot where 
each tee marker is installed, in which case if a 
tee marker is moved or stolen, the Committee 
can reinstall it at the spot where it had been 
located. Two white paint dots are suggested for 
the second round, and so on.

Tee markers should always be at least two club-
lengths forward of the back edge of the tee, in 
view of the fact that the Definition of “Teeing 
Ground” states that the teeing ground is a rect-
angular area two club-lengths in depth.

Normally, tee markers should not be changed be-
tween rounds of a one-day, 36-hole competition.

3. Hole Locations 
Many factors affect selection of hole locations. The first and most important is 
good judgment in deciding what will give fair results. Do not be tricky in locat-
ing holes.

Following are specific points:

(a) Study the design of the hole as the architect intended it to be played. Know 
the length of the shot to the putting green and how it may be affected by the 
probable conditions for the day — that is, wind and other weather elements, 
condition of the turf from which the shot will be played, and holding quality of 
the putting green.

(b) There must be enough putting green surface between the hole and the 
front and the sides of the putting green to accommodate the required shot. For 
example, if the hole requires a long iron or wood shot to the putting green, the 
hole should be located deeper in the putting green and further from its sides 
than should be the case if the hole requires a short pitch shot.

In any case, it is recommended that generally the hole be located at least four 
paces from any edge of the putting green. If a bunker is close to the edge, or if 
the ground slopes away from the edge, the distance should be greater, especially 
if the shot is more than a pitch.

Consideration should be given to 
fair opportunity for recovery after 
a reasonably good shot that just 
misses the putting green.

(c) An area two to three feet in 
radius around the hole should be 
as nearly level as possible and of 
uniform grade. In no case should 
holes be located in tricky places, or 
on sharp slopes where a ball can 
gather speed. A player above the 
hole should be able to stop the ball 
at the hole.

(d) Consider the condition of 
nearby turf, especially taking care 
to avoid old hole plugs that have 
not completely healed.

(e) Holes should be cut as nearly on the vertical as possible, not plumb with the 
contour of the putting green.

(f) There should be a balanced selection of hole locations for the entire course 
with respect to left, right, central, front and back positions. For example, avoid 
too many left locations with resulting premium on drawn or hooked shots and 
all par-3 holes with front right locations.

Tee-markers should be set up square with the 
center of the drive zone (fairway).

Paint dots are used to indicate the
location of tee-markers.

The hole location on each green is indicated in yards 
and the pacing is done from the front edge of the put-
ting green to the hole and then from the nearest edge of 
the putting green to the hole on a perpendicular line.
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(g) For a competition played over several days, the course should be kept in bal-
ance daily as to degree of difficulty. In a stroke-play competition, the first hole 
of the first round is as important as the last hole of the last round, and so the 
course should not be set up appreciably more difficult for any round — balanced 
treatment is the aim. An old concept of making the course progressively harder 
round after round is fallacious.

(h) During practice days before a competition, locate holes in areas not to be 
used during the competition and which will not result in areas to be used being 
impaired by foot traffic.

(i) Anticipate the players’ traffic patterns. Locate holes for early rounds so that 
good hole locations for later rounds will not be spoiled by ball marks or players 
leaving the putting green.

(j) In match play, a hole location may, if necessary, be changed during a round 
provided the players in each match play with the hole in the same location.

In stroke play, Rule 33-2b requires that all competitors in a single round play 
with each hole cut in the same position, but see the Exception and Note to that 
Rule.

When 36 holes are played in one day, it is not customary for hole locations to be 
changed between rounds, but there is no Rule that prohibits changing them. If 
they are changed, all players should be informed.

(k) The person who cuts the holes should make sure that the Rules of Golf are 
observed, especially the requirements that the hole not exceed 4 1/4 inches in 
outer diameter and that the hole-liner be sunk at least one inch below the put-
ting green surface.

In the USGA’s three Open championships, the USGA selects the four hole loca-
tions on each putting green which it considers the four best championship 

locations, taking into account that 
a different section of the putting 
green should be used each day. 
Selection of the four hole loca-
tions is usually done well before 
the championship.

The four selected locations are 
rated 1 through 4, with No. 1 be-
ing the most difficult, No. 2 being 
the second most difficult, and so 
on. Each location is then pin-
pointed by using yardage tapes, T-
squares and pacing from the front 
of the putting green and from the 
nearest side of the putting green 
to the selected spot. Pinpointing 
is necessary so that a position can 
be located easily when the time 
comes to use it.

The next step is to decide which of the four loca-
tions to use each day. In making this determina-
tion, the principles in Section 7; Parts 3f and 
3g are followed, i.e., a balance is sought with 
respect to difficulty, front and back locations 
and left and right locations. With regard to dif-
ficulty, balance is achieved if the total of the 18 
ratings is 45.

The final step is to develop a chart containing 
the location for each hole in each round, i.e., a 
master plan. This is usually finalized two days 
before the start of a championship. This method 
ensures that a balance will be achieved each day 
and, although the preliminary work requires 
considerable time, it makes the job easy during 
the long and hectic days of the championship. 
The USGA will provide a sample of a hole loca-
tion chart on request.

If heavy rain is expected, the Committee would be well advised to abandon the 
master plan and locate the holes where puddles of water are least likely to accu-
mulate. Occasionally, such action can save the day in stroke play, because Rule 
33-2b states that in stroke play all competitors in a single round must play with 
each hole cut in the same location.

At the time that hole locations for the championship are selected, hole loca-
tions for the practice rounds should be pinpointed and made known to the golf 
course superintendent. Practice-round hole locations should be at least 15 feet 
from any hole location selected for the competition and, if possible, a different 
section of the putting green should be used each day so that players can get a 
good feel for the course.

Some of the equipment used to determine hole locations 
in USGA championships.

Ideally, the putting green is mowed 
prior to the new hole being cut.
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Section 8 On-Course Administration

1. The Rules of Golf
Any competition should be conducted in strict con-
formity with the Rules of Golf. The Committee should 
always have on hand a supply of current USGA “Rules 
of Golf” books, which can be obtained from the USGA. 
Another essential tool is the publication, “Decisions on 

the Rules of Golf,” which contains interpretations 
of the Rules. New editions of these items are 
published every two years.

Participants in a competition are keenly con-
scious of the spirit in which it is conducted. 
There is no more certain way to injure the reputa-

tion of a competition than by lax management. It 
may be difficult and unpleasant to be punctilious 

in enforcement of the Rules, but it is a rare golfer 
who does not prefer to compete in a well-run event. 

Players are quick to recognize the official who makes use of his position to 
watch play or to inflate his own sense of importance. Authority should be exer-
cised for the sole purpose of helping to ensure that a competition will be fairly 
played under sporting conditions.

Rule 33-7 states in part:

“A penalty of disqualification may in exceptional individual cases be 
waived, modified or imposed if the Committee considers such action  
warranted.” 

It is emphasized that this authority should be exercised only in exceptional 
cases, of which there are few, and only by the Committee as a whole. An indi-
vidual member of the Committee has no such authority.

2. The Starter
A small tent or an umbrella table should be installed on or near the first tee(s) (i.e., 
if play is starting on the first and tenth tees) for use by each Committee member 
appointed to serve as a starter. It is helpful if each starter is knowledgeable about 
the Rules of Golf because questions will be asked at the starting tee(s).

Each starter should be furnished with the following:

(a) A table, if a tent is used, and a few chairs.

(b) Starting time and groupings sheets.

(c) Score cards and pencils.

(d) A supply of the Notice to Players.

(e)  Conditions of the Competition if not con-
tained in the Notice to Players.

(f)  A List of Conforming Golf Balls, if it is a condi-
tion that a ball on the List must be used.

(g) A List of Conforming Driver Heads

(h) The One-Ball Condition, if adopted.

(i) Entry blank of competition being played.

(j) An atomic clock.

(k) Trash basket.

(l) Megaphone or P.A. System.

(m) Water cooler.

(n) Tees.

(o) Permanent markers (at least 3 different 
colors).

(p) Hole location sheets.

In match play, score cards are not required. However, the USGA requests that 
a card be kept in its match play competitions so that estimated scores can be 
furnished to spectators and the news media. The player with the honor in 
each match is asked to record the scores and return the card to the scoreboard 
upon conclusion of the match. When a referee is assigned to a match, it is the 
referee’s responsibility to keep the score card.

In stroke play, score cards should be prepared in advance. Rule 33-5 states in part: 

“In stroke play, the Committee must provide each competitor with a score 
card containing the date and the competitor’s name.”

Permitting more than one competitor’s scores to be recorded on a single card is 
not permitted under the Rules of Golf.

In stroke play, assuming that competitors will serve as markers for one another, 
the starter should introduce himself to the competitors and distribute the cards 
to them, making sure that no competitor receives his own card. For example, 
if A, B and C are grouped together, it would be appropriate for A to receive B’s 
card, B to receive C’s and C to receive A’s. If the cards are so distributed to A, B 
and C, it is suggested that, if A, B and C are grouped together in a subsequent 
round, A should again serve as marker for B, and so on.

The starter should issue to each player a copy of the Notice to Players and Hole 
Location Sheet, and call attention to any conditions not contained in the Notice 
to Players.

Consideration should be given to roping off the first tee and installing the 
starter’s tent within the ropes so that the starter can perform his duties without 
interference.

It is suggested that the starter be as brief as possible in announcing players. In 
match play, the starter might simply say: “Ladies and gentlemen, this is the 9:20 
match (or Match No.___). Tom Jones, Atlanta, Georgia, has the honor. Play away, 
please.” After Mr. Jones drives: “From Tucson, Arizona, John Smith.”

In stroke play, it would be appropriate to announce a group of three as follows: 
“Ladies and gentlemen, this is the 8:06 starting time (or Group No.___). From 

A fully equipped starter’s box.

It is helpful if each starter is knowl-
edeable about the Rules of Golf.

On-Course Administration 45



Los Angeles, California, Ed Farmer. Play away, please.” After Mr. Farmer has 
driven: “From Chicago, Illinois, Bill Barnes.” After Mr. Barnes has driven: “From 
Boston, Massachusetts, Ted Harris.”

3. Reception of Score Cards
In stroke play, it is important to appoint a responsible person to receive competi-
tors’ score cards when they finish their rounds. Since a competitor is subject to 
severe penalty if he signs for an incorrect score or fails to sign his score card, the 
Committee should provide an area where competitors will be protected from all 
outside interference from the time they leave the 18th green until they finish 
checking and signing the score cards. The ideal setup is to rope off the 18th 
green and install a tent or an umbrella table within the ropes.

A scorer’s tent should be furnished with a six-foot table, chairs to accommodate 
the official and the competitors in each group, and a water cooler.

The routine for the official in the scorer’s tent should be as follows:

(a) Ask each competitor to check his scores hole by hole.

(b)  Make certain that both the competitor and his marker have signed each 
score card.

(c)  Suggest to competitors that they wait at the reception table until the official 
checks the score cards.

(d) Ask competitors if there are any Rules questions.

Rule 6-6b states in part:

“After completion of the round, the competitor should check his score for 
each hole and settle any doubtful points with the Committee. He must en-
sure that the marker or markers have signed the score card, sign the score 
card himself and return it to the Committee as soon as possible.”

The Committee needs to establish when a score card is considered returned. A 
Decision on the Rules of Golf clarifies this situation:

6-6c/1 When Score Card Considered Returned

Q. Rule 6-6c prohibits alterations to the score card “after the competitor has 
returned it to the Committee.” When is a score card considered returned?

A. This is a matter for the Committee to decide and it will vary depend-
ing on the nature of the competition. The Committee should designate a 
“scoring area” where competitors are to return their score cards (e.g., in 
a tent, a trailer, the golf shop, by the scoreboard, etc.). When it has done 
so, Rule 6-6c should be interpreted in such a way that a competitor within 
the “scoring area” is considered to be in the process of returning his score 
card. Alterations may be made on the score card even if the competitor has 
handed the score card to a member of the Committee. He is considered to 
have returned his score card when he has left the scoring area.

Alternatively, the Committee may require a competitor to return his score 

card by placing it in a box and thus consider it returned when it is dropped 
into the box, even if he has not left the scoring area.

If the Committee elects to start players from the first and tenth tees, it will be 
necessary to set up scorers’ tents at the ninth and eighteenth greens.

4. Observing Play; Decisions
If feasible, the Committee should station a number of representatives on the 
course to observe play, be available to give rulings and otherwise assist players. 
Obviously, anyone assigned to the course as a Rules Official should be knowl-
edgeable about the Rules.

Committee members should carry the following when officiating:

(a) Starting times and groupings sheet.

(b) Identification badge.

(c) “Rules of Golf” book.

(d) “Decisions on the Rules of Golf” book.

(e) Notice to Players sheet.

(f) Score card and pencil.

(g) Watch.

(h) Tape or string for measuring purposes.

(i) Pace of Play policy.

(j) Air horn.

(k) Radio.

(l) Rain suit.

(m) Umbrella.

(n) Sunscreen.

(o) Insect repellent.

In the three U.S. Opens, a Committee member walks with each grouping and 
serves as a referee. In addition, there are several “rovers” in carts, each assigned 
to a specified number of holes. Each Committee member is furnished with a 
radio and is requested to call a rover for assistance, if they are in doubt.

It is unrealistic to expect that many competitions will be as well staffed with 
officials as the three Opens. However, a player is entitled to a ruling and, at the 
very least, the Committee should appoint someone to be present at the competi-
tion site to resolve Rules questions. In the case of many club competitions, this 
might be the club golf professional.

It should be clearly understood that a Committee member is in no sense a ref-
eree (unless specifically so designated). When he is present on the course, either 
by chance or assignment, he is only a representative of the Committee. As such 
he has definite obligations, but they will vary greatly between match-play and 
stroke-play competition.

A Walking Rules Official at the U.S. Open 
with Ricky Barnes.
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In match play without a referee, involvement in the outcome of any particular 
match is entirely restricted to those playing in it, and since the players involved 
are present to protect their interests, there is no reason for a Committee member 
to take any cognizance of Rules infractions he may observe, unless there is reason 
to believe that the players are in breach of Rule 1-3 (Agreement to Waive Rules) or 
Rule 6-7 (Undue Delay; Slow Play). His presence on the course is mainly to be of 
assistance to the players in the event of a claim (Rules 2-5 and 34-1a and Rule 34-3). 
When a claim has been presented to a member of the Committee on the course, 
his handling of the situation will depend upon the authority granted to him by 
the Committee and upon the exercise of his own judgment. A Committee may 
wish to grant the individual members unlimited authority to represent the Com-
mittee by making final decisions, or it may wish to limit this authority. This is an 
issue on which a clear decision must be made. However, regardless of the author-
ity extended to individual members of the Committee, when in doubt they may 
wish to obtain action from the full Committee. Such action must be arranged for 
immediately, unless the players involved are willing to continue with their match 
subject to a later decision. However, deferring a decision should be resorted to 
only under extraordinary circumstances, since it is a principle of match play that 
when possible, each side is entitled to know the status of the match at all times.

In stroke-play competition, the position of a Committee representative on the 
course is wholly different. Now every competitor has direct interest in the play 
of all other competitors. Since only those competitors playing in a given group 
can represent the interests of the absent competitors, it becomes the obligation 
of every Committee member also to represent the interests of the remainder of 
the field. Thus, the Committee member must act on any probable breach of the 
Rules he may observe. This may be accomplished by immediately questioning 
the competitor about his procedure. Also, the Committee representatives on the 
course will be called upon to make decisions, and they should be handled as 
they are for match play, except the need for immediate decision is less urgent.

5. Pace of Play
Slow play is the single most perplexing problem in the game of golf. A slow 
player at the start of the field can ruin the day for all the players behind him. 
In the interest of all, players have an obligation to play at a reasonable pace. 
Accordingly, some members of the Committee assigned to the course should be 
given the additional duty of monitoring the pace of play and applying penalties 
for slow play, if necessary.

Rule 6-7 governs in the event of slow play. It provides: “The player must play 
without undue delay and in accordance with any pace of play guidelines 
that the Committee may establish.” The penalty for breach of Rule 6-7 is loss 
of hole in match play and two strokes in stroke play; for repeated offense, 
disqualification.

However, Note 2 under Rule 6-7 states:

For the purpose of preventing slow play, the Committee may, in the  
conditions of a competition (Rule 33-1), establish pace of play guidelines 
including maximum periods of time allowed to complete a stipulated 
round, a hole or a stroke.

In stroke play only, the Committee may, in such a condition, modify the 
penalty for breach of this Rule as follows:

First offense — One stroke;

Second offense — Two strokes;

For subsequent offense — Disqualification.

Regardless of whether a Committee adopts Note 2, Pace of Play Guidelines 
should be published and distributed to all players in the competition. These 
guidelines should include maximum periods of time allowed to complete a 
stipulated round, a hole or a stroke.

An example of the procedure used by the USGA for all of its amateur champion-
ships in the event of slow play is reflected in Appendix H.

If a ruling or some other legitimate delay occurs which causes the group in 
question to lose its position, that group is expected to regain its position within 
a reasonable time.

6. How to Referee

a. General Unlike many games, golf 
is seldom played with referees. Conse-
quently, the opportunity for officiating 
in that capacity is limited, and few 
people are fully qualified to serve as 
referees.

Since the principal duty of a referee is 
to decide questions of fact and apply 
the Rules of Golf (see Definition of 
“Referee”), the manner in which he 
performs his duties can have a substan-
tial effect on the result of a match. It is 
not sufficient that he render a correct 
decision when appealed to; he must 
also, at all times, be sufficiently alert to 
observe accurately and to interpret correctly all the events that may occur dur-
ing a round. Golf being a perverse game, the careless referee can be certain that 
the moment when his attention is relaxed will be the same moment when some 
difficulty will arise.

Furthermore, there is the delicate matter of the manner in which a referee 
performs his duties to observe and to interpret. Golf is sometimes played under 
considerable nervous tension, and maintenance of a proper degree of concentra-
tion is important. Brusque or officious handling of a situation can magnify the 
effect of a penalty far beyond the penalty itself. It is important to sense when to 
talk to a player and when to be silent.

Obviously, a referee must understand thoroughly what he is doing. He is as-
signed to a match for the purpose of helping to ensure that it will be fairly 
played under sporting conditions.

A referee should be available to assist a player 
when needed.
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Let us begin on the first tee and consider rulings that may confront a referee 
during match play. (The special situations of refereeing in stroke play will be 
considered later.)

b. Before Play Begins The procedure of a referee before a match will depend a 
great deal upon the experience of the players. If both are seasoned veterans who 
have often played before large galleries and in matches with referees, it is usually 
sufficient to ask each player to identify the ball he will be using and whether he 
has counted his clubs; the referee should note the brand of ball of each player 
and the distinctive mark used by each player to identify his ball. If the players are 
inexperienced, it is a good idea to remind them of the duties of a referee, princi-
pally that he has not been assigned just to impose penalties, but rather to be of 
assistance to the players, and that they should call on him whenever they may be 
doubtful as to the correct procedure. When players are not accustomed to playing 
before a gallery, especially a large gallery, it is well to ask them to call upon the 
referee whenever the actions of the gallery may disturb them.

Identification of the player’s ball can become very important, and the referee 
should not depend wholly upon the player to decide this question of fact. There 
should be no chance for confusion either between the balls in the match or 
with a ball outside the match. One of the most important times to guard against 
confusion is when a player puts a second ball into play under the Rules. The ref-
eree should ask whether the player will be able to identify the two balls. There 
should be no difficulty in obtaining the cooperation of players since a ball that 

a player is unable to identify becomes a lost 
ball (see Definition of “Lost Ball”).

c. The Observer Another matter requiring 
the referee’s attention before a match is to 
reach an understanding with his observer 
(see Definition of “Observer”), if one has been 
appointed. Usually it is best for the observer 
to work ahead of the match as much as 
possible. The referee should stay close to the 
players at all times; he should be readily 
available to answer questions and to check 
on such matters as the purpose for which a 
second ball may be played.

By stationing himself usually in the area 
where the ball may be expected to come 
to rest, an observer will be in a position 
to determine questions of fact which the 
referee, from his position near the players, 
could not hope to decide. For example, it is 
always useful to know before going forward 
whether a player’s ball is out of bounds or in 
a water hazard. Only an official can properly 

determine such facts. (On a close question of out of bounds, it can be helpful to 
stretch a tape measure, string or gallery rope between posts or stakes, on their 
inside faces near the ground.) There is the very important question of knowing 

whether a ball was still in motion when deflected by some such outside agency 
as a spectator (Rule 19-1) and, if so, whether such a deflection was deliberate 
(see Note following Rule 19-1) or whether it had come to rest and was moved by 
an outside agency (Rule 18-1). If it was moved when at rest, there is the further 
question of knowing the spot from which it was moved.

Since the play of each ball should be observed, when both players are in dif-
ficulty on opposite sides of the hole it is desirable for the observer to station 
himself by one of the balls if possible. Preferably, he should watch the ball to be 
played first, so that he may have the opportunity to resume his normal position 
ahead of play.

When there is a large gallery, an observer can perform other duties by plac-
ing himself ahead of the play. To help ensure fair play, it is a duty of a referee 
to guard against any possible interference by spectators. Such interference 
occurs most frequently around the putting green. An observer can be of great 
assistance by moving spectators away from places where a ball may go, asking 
spectators to be alert and prepared to stand up before shots are played to the 
green, and in guarding a ball which may have gone into the gallery. Very often 
an observer is in a better position than the referee to work with the marshals to 
obtain proper control of the gallery.

In an important match, the services of 
an alert observer are indispensable to the 
referee.

d. On The Tee When play begins, and 
on each tee thereafter, the referee should 
station himself in a position to determine 
whether players have teed within the limits 
of the teeing ground. Should an opponent 
require the player to replay, and the claim be 
disputed, it would create a difficult situation 
for the referee if he did not know whether 
or not the ball had been properly teed. 
Although a referee cannot initially instruct 
a player to play from within the limits of the 
teeing ground, there is no reason for him 
to watch a player tee and play his ball from 
outside the limits without giving him some 
such warning as “Your ball is a little ahead 
of the markers.”

This brings up the question of the referee’s ethical position when he sees a 
player about to commit an infraction of the Rules. As has been said, a referee 
is assigned to a match for the purpose of ensuring that it will be played under 
sporting conditions. The referee does not have the authority to prevent a willful 
breach of the Rules, but he certainly does have both the right and the obliga-
tion to advise the players with respect to the Rules. To be sure, ignorance of the 
Rules is no excuse, and it may be argued that the player who does not know the 
Rules should be penalized, but it would be contrary to the spirit of fair play that 

Referees should be very familiar with the 
golf course (i.e., position of water hazards, 
location of boundaries, unusual situations) 
prior to officiating.

The referee (or an observer) should always
be in a position to have a clear view of the
ball before and after address.
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pervades golf should a referee fail to inform a 
player of his rights and obligations under the 
Rules and then call a penalty for a breach he 
could have prevented. The referee who tries to 
help players avoid infractions cannot be accused 
of favoring one player against the other, since he 
is still performing his duties impartially.

The following are a few of many examples of 
situations and the suggested procedure to which 
this policy might be applied:

(1)  Lifting a loose impediment in a hazard: The 
referee should advise the player that his ball 
is in a hazard.

(2)  Improper dropping procedure: The referee 
should call attention to what the player is 
doing wrong.

(3)  Play of a second ball without stating the pur-
pose: The referee should ask the player if it is 
his intention to play the ball provisionally.

(4)  Incorrect order of play in foursomes: The referee should ask the player if he 
is playing in correct order.

One final suggestion for tee procedure: If the gallery is out of position ahead of 
play or if there is noise or movement that might disturb the players, the referee 
should stand between the player’s ball and the hole. This will serve to stop play 
until satisfactory conditions have been restored and will place the referee in 
good position to command the attention of the marshals and gallery for the 
purpose of giving them any necessary instructions. (On the putting green, if 
it is not practical for the referee to take such a position, he should speak first 
to the player who is about to play, warning him of his intention to speak to 
the gallery.) Generally speaking, it is a duty of the referee to help prevent any 
interference with play by the gallery, and he should not hesitate to stop play 
and address the gallery whenever it is disturbing the players or in the event of 
an exhibition of undue partiality. 

e. Determining Who is Away Play having left the tee, the referee should pro-
ceed to a position between the two balls, arriving there ahead of the players in 
order to save time by deciding which ball is away before they are ready to play. 
There are many methods of deciding which ball is away. One of the simplest is 
to approach the two balls on a line to the hole midway between both balls. 

Around the putting green, the order of play can be of great interest to the play-
ers. Again, to avoid delay, the referee should arrive at the putting green ahead 
of the players, and if there is any doubt he should proceed at once to the hole 
to see who is away. If the matter cannot be determined visually, the distance to 
each ball should be paced off. To resolve any further doubt, the referee should 
be equipped with a tape for accurate measurements. For short distances the 
flagstick may be used, but there is less danger of doing damage to the putting 

surface by the use of a tape. In any case, measurement should, if possible, be 
made just to one side of the line of the player’s putt.

Whenever it is impractical to decide which ball is away anywhere on the course, 
the matter should be determined by the tossing of a coin.

f. Being in Position to see Ball Played After the tee shot, one of the very 
important questions of fact which may confront a referee is whether a ball has 
been moved by the player. To determine this, the referee (or his observer) should 
always be in a position to have clear view of the ball before and after address. 
Golf being the kind of game it is, a referee is not likely to have occasion to call 
a penalty, but he may very well have opportunity of protecting the player by 
determining that his ball had merely oscillated and returned to its original posi-
tion. In such a case, the referee will have served the interests of fair play by his 
alertness.

g. Improving the Lie The application of Rule 13-2 always presents a difficult 
problem for the referee. If a player has improved his lie by smoothing out ir-
regularities, as in sandy soil, or by moving anything such as grass, the referee 
has no choice and must call a penalty. It should be noted that Rule 13-2 permits 
grounding the club only lightly. Thus, the scraping away of sandy soil as the 
club is moved back for the stroke can constitute a breach.

Occasionally, a player may be careless in his observance of this Rule. If there has 
been no breach, the wise referee will caution the player and so minimize the 
possibility of having to call an infraction later. The referee can accomplish this 
by pointing out to the player that although no breach has occurred, he wants 
to assure himself that the player is familiar with the Rule. There are other situa-
tions in which the referee may not wish or may not have opportunity to caution 
a player during play but, as a matter of protection, he may wish to do so later. 
This procedure obviously can be followed only when it is the judgment of the 
referee that no infraction has taken place.

Rule 13-2 can create 
another headache 
for the referee when 
the ball has found 
its way into bushes 
or small trees. Here 
the referee must de-
termine how much 
the player may dis-
turb the interfering 
growth in the pro-
cess of fairly taking 
his stance to play 
the stroke. Generally 
speaking, the referee 
can be guided by 
the principle that 
anything occupying 

It is essential that the referee keep up 
with the match and not lag behind. 
A referee that falls behind can have a 
negative impact on pace of play.

One of the more difficult Rules to interpret is Rule 13-2: Improving Lie, 
Area of Intended Stance or Swing, or Line of Play.
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the space in which the player wishes to stand may be moved to one side but not 
stepped upon or moved more than necessary for the player to take his position. 
The referee will, of course, watch the player and guide him in his actions.

h. In a Hazard Another challenge for the referee occurs when he must decide 
whether a player has touched the surface of the ground or water with his club or 
otherwise before playing from a bunker or water hazard. It is difficult to inflict 
a penalty when the contact with the soil has been so slight that the player could 
not have gained any advantage. However, Rule 13-4b is specific in stating that the 
ground must not be touched. If the referee observes a few grains of sand fall from 
the top of a sandy ridge in the bunker, he may assume that it was caused by the 
motion of the air and not the club; but if the backward movement of the club 
leaves any mark upon the ground, it is clear that a breach has occurred.

i. On the Putting Green On reaching the putting green, the referee should 
select a position from which he can watch the play without interference to the 
gallery. Though the referee’s presence on the putting green is essential, the gal-
lery does not always appreciate this and resents his being in the way.

More decisions are likely to be required on the putting green than on other 
parts of the course. If a ball has been displaced, the referee should locate the 
spot from which it has been moved. When a ball is lifted due to interference 
with play, the referee should assure himself that it is correctly replaced. A pos-
sible difficulty here is the player’s failure to measure over from a ball-marker 
placed to one side of the location of the ball. When a ball mark is repaired by a 
player, the referee should be sure that it is a ball mark and that the repair does 
not extend beyond the damage made by the impact of the ball. The referee must 
watch to see that players do not touch the lines of their putts except for the 
removal of loose impediments or movable obstructions, or to repair ball marks 
or to lift the ball. When a ball stops on the lip of the hole, the referee may have 
to decide, first, whether it overhangs the edge of the hole, and second, whether 
the player has used the allowable “ten seconds” to determine whether the ball 
is at rest. If the ball falls in after the ten-second period has expired, the player 
incurs a penalty stroke — Rule 16-2.

One especially difficult situation on the putting green relates to the concession 
of putts. Important matches have been lost when a player, after missing a putt 
for a win, removes his ball from near the hole without holing out and without 
concession by the opponent. In such a case, the referee should make certain 
whether the putt has been conceded.

j. Handling Awkward Situations Sooner or later every referee is certain to be 
faced with an awkward situation. Aside from the use of tact and good judg-
ment, there is no formula for him to follow. A few suggestions may be helpful, 
however.

In the first place, be firm and positive, but take plenty of time. It is always wise 
to consult the “Rules of Golf” book. A referee without pants is better equipped 
than a referee without a “Rules of Golf” book. Even if the referee is certain of 
the Rule, it will help to let the players read it. Frequently, in reaching a decision, 
the intention of the player can be of first importance. Before any discussion can 
develop, the first order of business often should be the determination of this 

fact. To inquire about the player’s intention can be very useful as a routine ap-
proach to any questionable action, as, for example, if the player should appear 
to test the depth of sand in a bunker or to touch the line of his putt when there 
are no visible loose impediments to be removed.

Finally, there are the difficult questions of fact raised by casual water and inter-
ference by an obstruction. To be deemed casual water, a temporary accumula-
tion of water must be visible on the surface of the ground before or after the 
player takes his stance, under normal pressure of the player’s weight. As for 
interference by an obstruction, the interference must be physical for the player 
to invoke the Rule. The Rule is not intended to cover mental interference or 
interference established by wild contortions.

k. Stroke Play With two important exceptions, the procedure a referee should 
follow for stroke play is very similar to that for match play. He should work 
with his observer, follow play, and call penalties with the same alertness as for 
match play. He is equally interested to ensure that the part of the competition 
for which he is responsible is fairly played under sporting conditions. He should 
feel no reluctance to call penalties even though other competitors without 
referees may not be subjected to the same critical examinations as those in the 
group for whom the referee is responsible. All those in contention for the cham-
pionship probably will be playing with referees assigned to their groups.

The first adjustment a referee must make in covering stroke play concerns the 
difference in the Rules for match play and stroke play. If a referee does not know 
the Rules well enough to be familiar with these differences, he should not be 
assigned to officiate. Therefore, there is no need to do more than mention a 
few of these differences. In stroke play, a stroke must be replayed if the ball is 
not played from within the teeing ground; determination of the order of play 
becomes less important; concession of putts is eliminated; and the play of every 
hole must be completed, etc.

The second important point of difference in stroke play in relation to match 
play is that the referee is not burdened with an absolute necessity of reaching 
all decisions on the course. By having the competitor take advantage of the right 
in stroke play to complete the play of a hole with two balls (Rule 3-3), the referee 
is in a position to pass the burden of making a sticky decision to the Committee 
in charge of the competition. It is for this reason that the Rules give the Com-
mittee the right to limit a referee’s duties in stroke play (Rule 33-1). The Com-
mittee may even wish to go further and to retain for itself the right to make all 
decisions. This might be done if the Committee questions a referee’s knowledge 
of the Rules, or if inability to provide referees for all leading competitors may 
raise the issue of inequality of supervision, or when the principal reason for 
having a referee may be to expedite play and handle galleries. In such instances 
the duties of a referee may be limited to the determination of facts; his proce-
dures with respect to infractions of the Rules is restricted to calling them to the 
attention of the competitor. Any further limitation of the duties of a referee 
would be tantamount to the elimination of his position as a referee.

One final word of caution to referees. When in charge of a play-off for positions 
in a qualifying round, a referee should not overlook that it is conducted under 
stroke-play Rules, even if only two competitors are involved.
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7. Inclement Weather
No one can be involved very long in the administration of golf competitions 
without encountering weather problems. It is a rare thing for the USGA to 
go through a championship season without having to suspend play at least a 
couple of times on account of bad weather.

Committees should be prepared for inclement weather. Note in Appendix E that 
the USGA alerts players that play has been suspended by means of an air horn. 
It is suggested that the Committee establish some means by which players can 
be alerted when the Committee has decided to suspend play.

A competition need not be suspended simply on account of rain, unless the rain 
is so heavy that it would be unfair to require players to continue. In any event, if 
rain is of sufficient intensity to present an unfair condition, normally it would 
take little time for casual water to accumulate around a hole on at least one 
putting green. When that occurs, the Committee would be remiss if it did not 
consider the course unplayable and suspend play.

If rain is not of sufficient intensity to present an unfair situation, but heavy 
enough to cause casual water around a hole, in match play the Committee may 
relocate the hole if a suitable area not under water could be found, and then re-
sume play. However, in stroke play it is not permissible to relocate a hole unless 
it is severely damaged — see the Exception under Rule 33-2b. Accordingly, play 
cannot be resumed until the casual water problem is resolved.

Squeegees can often save the day when the putting greens puddle up. After a 
heavy rain, casual water can remain on some putting greens for a considerable 
period of time if nothing is done to remove it. A good squeegee crew, however, 
can usually remove the casual water in a few minutes. Thus, the Committee 
should ensure beforehand that a generous supply of squeegees is available and 
that the golf course superintendent has organized a crew to put them to use.

It is important that the Committee be 
alerted if there is lightning in the area. In 
this regard, the services of a meteorologist 
should be sought. The Committee should 
do everything possible to protect players 
from lightning. There are a number of 
lightning detection devices available on 
the market in addition to computer soft-
ware packages and internet services that 
predict and forecast lightning.

The USGA recommends the following  
condition (the Note under Rule 6-8b) be in effect for all competitions to 
encourage everyone on the course to seek shelter from lightning or other 
dangerous situations:

Rule 6-8b governs when play is suspended by the Committee. It states:

When play is suspended by the Committee, if the players in a match or 
group are between the play of two holes, they must not resume play until 
the Committee has ordered a resumption of play. If they have started play of 
a hole, they may discontinue play immediately or continue play of the hole, 
provided they do so without delay. If the players choose to continue play of 
the hole, they are permitted to discontinue play before completing it. In any 
case, play must be discontinued after the hole is completed. The players must 
resume play when the Committee has ordered a resumption of play.

A Note under Rule 6-8b, however, states:

The Committee may provide in the conditions of a competition (Rule 33-1), 
that, in potentially dangerous situations play must be discontinued im-
mediately following a suspension of play by the Committee. If a player fails 
to discontinue play immediately, he is disqualified, unless circumstances 
warrant waiving the penalty as provided in Rule 33-7.

This condition is in effect for all USGA championships. The USGA recommends 
it for all competitions.

The USGA generally uses the following signals and recommends that all Com-
mittees do similarly:

Discontinue Play Immediately: One prolonged note of siren.
Discontinue Play: Three consecutive notes of siren, repeated.
Resume Play: Two short notes of siren, repeated.

If the Committee has been advised that a lightning storm is approaching the 
area, it should suspend play well before the storm is predicted to arrive to give 
players a chance to seek shelter and/or to return to the clubhouse. To assist 
players in such circumstances, the USGA organizes an evacuation procedure. 
This involves sending vans to various positions on the course in advance of 
the storm to transport players to the clubhouse when and if play is suspended. 
Of course, players should be advised in advance as to where the vans will be 
positioned. See Appendix J for a sample of a course evacuation plan from a 
USGA competition.

A Rules Official signaling a suspension of play.

A squeegee crew hard at work – the faster the water is removed, the sooner play may be resumed.
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The USGA publishes a poster containing instructions on what to do when  
danger from lightning exists. It is suggested that Committees obtain copies and 
post them.

In addition to causing casual water problems on the greens, heavy rain storms 
will often cause casual water to accumulate in bunkers. If a puddle of casual 
water accumulates in the back of a bunker, there might be no dry ground in 
the bunker that is not nearer the hole than the puddle of water. When this 
occurs, under the Rules one reasonable alternative for a player whose ball lies 
in the casual water is to drop the ball behind the bunker under penalty of 
one stroke. Under the Rules this penalty cannot be waived so it is incumbent 
on the Committee not to resume play until a sufficient amount of the casual 
water has been removed to provide a place in the bunker, farther from the hole 
than the puddle, on which a player could drop his ball without penalty. It is 
suggested that the golf course superintendent be requested to have adequate 
pumps available to pump out casual water from the bunkers in the event such 
a problem occurs.

Rule 33-2d states in part:

If the Committee or its authorized representative considers that for any 
reason the course is not in a playable condition or that there are circum-
stances that render the proper playing of the game impossible, it may, 
in match play or stroke play, order a temporary suspension of play or, in 
stroke play, declare play null and void and cancel all scores for the round 
in question. When a round is canceled, all penalties incurred in that 
round are canceled.

It is important to note that the Committee has no right to cancel a round in 
match play. If the players in a match have completed, for example, six holes, 
they must resume play at the 7th tee. It is not permissible to cancel the round 
and replay the match in its entirety.

In stroke play, however, the Committee has the option of suspending play 
and resuming from where play was discontinued or cancelling the round and 
replaying it entirely.

There is no hard-and-fast rule as to when a Committee should suspend play 
and when it should cancel the round in stroke play. Generally, however, a 
round should be cancelled only in a case where it would be grossly unfair not 
to cancel it. For example, if some competitors begin a round under extremely 
adverse weather conditions which subsequently worsen and further play that 
day is impossible, it would be unfair to the competitors who started not to 
cancel the round.

When the course becomes unplayable and play is discontinued, the Commit-
tee should keep open as many options as possible to maximize the chances of 
completing the competition on schedule.

For example, consider these facts:

(a)  The field for the first two rounds of a 72-hole stroke play competition is 156, 
with the field being cut to 60 competitors for the last two rounds.

(b)  Due to the size of the field, the first two rounds are normally not completed 
until shortly before dark.

(c)  In the second round, a thunderstorm occurs in the middle of the day, render-
ing the course unplayable.

(d)  The delay because of the storm makes it impossible to complete the second 
round on schedule.

(e)  If the storm were to pass over quickly, it might be possible with the aid of 
squeegees and pumps to get the course playable and resume play for a couple 
of hours.

(f)  If play could be resumed for a couple of hours, it would be possible to finish 
the second round the next morning, quickly make the draw for the third 
round and finish the third round on schedule.

In such circumstances, it would be inadvisable for the Committee to suspend 
play for the day as soon as the storm rendered the course unplayable. In doing 
so, the Committee would be foreclosing an option which, if retained, might 
result in being able to finish the competition on schedule.

Occasionally bad weather will make it impossible to complete a competition on 
schedule. A Decision in “Decisions on the Rules of Golf” provides the Commit-
tee’s options when this happens in a 72-hole stroke play competition:

33-1/2 Number of Holes of Stroke-Play Competition Reduced During the 
Competition

Q. A 72-hole stroke-play competition is scheduled over four consecutive 
days. Eighteen holes are to be played each day. On the third day, all  

The “Weather Warning” sign indicates that a lightning storm is approaching and that spectators 
should take cover. 
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competitors finish the first nine holes but a number of competitors are still 
playing the second nine holes. At that point, the course becomes unplay-
able due to heavy rain and play is suspended. The rain continues and it is 
impossible to resume play that day. What are the Committee’s options?

A. Under Rules 33-1 and 33-2d, the Committee has the following choices:

(a) resume play the next day and finish the third round, and then play the 
last 18 holes that day or on a subsequent day,

(b) cancel the third round, replay it on a subsequent day and then play the 
last 18 holes that day or on a subsequent day,

(c) reduce to three the number of rounds of the competition and finish the 
suspended third round on a subsequent day, or cancel the third round and 
replay it on a subsequent day, or

(d) cancel the third and fourth rounds and declare the leader after 36 holes 
to be the winner.

The third and fourth choices are undesirable. It is preferable not to reduce 
the number of rounds of a competition when the competition is in progress.

The Committee does not have the authority to reduce the number of holes 
of a stipulated round once play has commenced in that round.

Section 9 Course Maintenance During Competition
The Committee should consult with the golf course superintendent regarding 
the maintenance schedule during the competition. In USGA championships, 
the fairways, tees (including the practice tee), collars and putting greens are cut 
daily. The putting greens are mowed each morning and may be double cut and/
or rolled depending upon the desired speed. The practice putting green should 
be maintained like the in-play greens. The intermediate rough is mowed daily 
or every other day depending on the growth rate. The length of the primary 
rough is checked before the competition starts and is monitored throughout. It 
is mowed when deemed necessary.

Bunkers should be raked before each round, preferably by hand. Rakes should 
not have long, wide teeth because deep, wide furrows are to be avoided.

If play is to begin early, the golf course superintendent should be requested to 
drag the fairways with a hose to remove dew if they are not mowed in the morn-
ing. It is very helpful to early starters and results in early drying of the course. 

Divots should be filled daily on fairways and tees, especially par-3 tees. This task 
can be done by the grounds staff or volunteers with staff supervision. A mix 
containing sand and enough soil and/or peat moss should be used so that a firm 
fill is achieved.

The grounds staff is key to presenting a well-conditioned golf course, especially 
during inclement weather. The equipment and manpower needed to accomplish 
this task must be decided upon before the competition begins.

The Committee is responsible for alerting players and spectators about weather problems.

It is imperative that the Committee in charge of a competition works with the golf course superinten-
dent in establishing the maintenance schedule.
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Section 10 Miscellaneous Administrative Matters

1. Accommodation of Early Start
If the Committee establishes starting times and the first starting time is early, 
the Committee should ensure that the golf shop, practice range and dining 
facilities are open early, preferably one hour before the first starting time.

2. Scoreboard
The Committee must arrange for a scoreboard and someone to operate it. If fea-
sible, it should be located near the 18th green, but not in a place where it will 
come into play. Preferably the scoreboard should not face the afternoon sun.

In stroke play, the USGA uses scoresheets designed to contain hole-by-hole scores 
and nine- and 18-hole totals for each competitor. Some Committees may prefer 
to post only nine- and 18-hole totals. In any case, a summary sheet on which 
competitors’ scores are grouped according to score is recommended.

If the board is large, the scoreboard operator will probably need a light, mov-
able ladder in order to print at the top of the board.

It is advisable to have an eave overhanging the top of the scoreboard to protect 
the board and the operator in case of bad weather. Also, the scoreboard should 
be equipped with a large sheet(s) of plastic in order to cover and protect the 
scoresheets at night. 

Personnel must be employed to deliver score cards from the scorer’s tent to the 
scoreboard. Young boys or girls, perhaps junior golfers, can usually be recruited.

3. Use of 3-by-5 Cards
If the General Numerical Draw is to be used in a match-play competition 
preceded by stroke-play qualifying — see Section 2; Part 3a — or if groupings for 
late rounds in stroke play are to be based on scores — see Section 2; Part 6 — it is 
suggested that the Committee should prepare for each competitor a 3-by-5 card 
containing the competitor’s name, address and any other information the Com-
mittee may need, e.g., the competitor’s handicap.

Arrange the cards in the order in which the Committee wishes players to start 
in the first round, with the card of the player selected to tee off first at the top 
of the stack, and so on. The cards can then be used in producing the first-round 
draw.

The 3-by-5 cards should then be turned over to the Committee member assigned 
to the scorer’s tent, i.e., the scorer. As the scorer receives the score cards for the 
first round, he should record the score of each competitor on his 3-by-5 card.

The order in which the 3-by-5 cards should be filed by the scorer after the first-
round scores are recorded depends on the circumstances. If the groupings for 
the second round are to be the same as for the first, the cards should be kept in 
the original order.

However, if the format provides for an 18-hole stroke-play round to determine 
qualifiers for match play, or if the groupings for the second round of a stroke 
play competition are to be based on first-round scores, the 3-by-5 cards should be 
filed according to score, with the card of the lowest scorer filed on top, and so 
on. See Section 2; Parts 3a and 6 for the procedure when two or more competi-
tors return the same score.

When the round is completed, the 3-by-5 cards should be checked against the 
summary board. If the cards and summary board are in agreement, the cards 
can then be used in producing the draw for the next round. The following will 
explain how the cards are used.

In stroke play, if the USGA method explained in Section 2; Part 6 is used, the 
order of play for the next round will be in accordance with the reverse order of 
the 3-by-5 cards, i.e., the bottom card will contain the name of the player who is 
to be first in the draw, and so on, with the top card containing the name of the 
player who will tee off last. Given this information, a typist can quickly produce 
a draw sheet.

In match play, the draw is a little more complicated. If, for example, there is to 
be one match-play flight of 64 and there is no playoff, the 3-by-5 cards of the 64 
lowest scorers should be numbered 1 through 64, the numbers being based on 
scores, except that if the defending champion is exempt, his card should be the 
No. 1 card. When this has been done, arrange the cards by number as prescribed 
in the General Numerical Draw, i.e., No. 1 would be at the top of the stack, No. 
64 would be next, No. 32 next, No. 33 next, and so on. The cards can then be 
used in top to bottom order in typing the draw, i.e., the top card will contain the 
name of the player who is to be first in the draw, the second card will contain 
the name of his opponent, and so on.

The Committee can proceed with the draw for match play, even if there is a 
tie for the last qualifiers’ place and a play-off is to be conducted. For example, 
if 60 players have qualified for match play and seven players are to play off for 
the last four places, the Committee can include with the sixty (60) 3-by-5 cards 
of the qualifiers’ four blank cards numbered 61 through 64. Preparation of 
the draw can proceed while the play-off is being conducted with positions 61 
through 64 being left blank until the play-off is concluded.

As to the positions in the draw for the winners in the play-off, consider the situ-
ation in the next to last paragraph of Section 2; Part 7. In that example, A earns 
the 61st position, C the 62nd position and F the 63rd position. Either B, D or G 
would occupy the 64th position, depending on who wins the continuation of 
the play-off. (Appendix M contains a helpful sheet for officials involved with a 
play-off.)

In this day and age, the use of computers is replacing the need for 3-by-5 cards. 
The cards may still be used by the scorer as a way to doublecheck score cards 
and scores on the scoreboard, but it is a lot easier and faster to do the next day’s 
draw (either stroke play or match play) by computer. In case of a computer mal-
function it is wise to have the 3-by-5 cards as a backup.
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4. Forecaddies and 
Marshals
It is advisable to station 
forecaddies in areas where 
there is a possibility of balls 
being lost. The forecaddies 
should be equipped with 
flags.

If there is likely to be specta-
tor interest, it would be well 
to arrange for a few marshals 
to accompany any group or 
match attracting a gallery. 
Marshals should be distin-
guishable, perhaps by wearing 
special hats. Each unit of mar-
shals should be equipped with 

spans of rope to keep spectators well back of players playing approach shots and 
to keep them well away from the putting greens.

5. Press Facilities
If representatives from the news media are expected, the Committee should 
provide them with a quiet, comfortable place in which to work. 

The press area should be convenient to the 18th green, locker room and score-
board. It should be equipped with tables and chairs and should have ample ac-
cess to electrical outlets and telephones. Copies of the starting list, score cards, 
etc., should be available in the press area.

Still and television photographers should be accommodated so long as they do 
not interfere with play. Any restrictions on the movement of photographers on 
the course should be spelled out in writing and available in the press area.

6. Other Services
Following are other services which the Committee should consider:

(a)  Duplicating and making available starting time sheets, especially if spectator 
interest is expected.

(b)  Installing water coolers at certain tees for players, especially if hot weather is 
expected and there are few water fountains on the course.

(c)  Establishment of a players’ bulletin board in the locker room. The board 
should contain groupings, conditions, Notice to Players and other informa-
tion of interest.

Forecaddies use small flags to locate balls that stray from 
the fairway. The presence of forecaddies can have a positive 
impact on pace of play.

The players’ bulletin board can also be located at the first tee.
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Appendix A 
46th USGA Senior Women’S AmAteUr ChAmpionShip

46th USGA Senior Women’s Amateur Championship Sept. 1-6, 2007, Sunriver (Ore.) Resort (Meadows Course)

Puckett
1 up

D. Lang
6 and 5

Moore
6 and 5

Parker
1 up

Schultz
5 and 4

Horwood
2 and 1

Mayes
5 and 3

Campbell
3 and 1

Stewart
3 and 1

Palahniuk
1 up

Mourgue D’Algue
2 and 1

French
3 and 2

Richard
2 and 1

Zahn
1 up

Laughlin
4 and 3

Burden
2 up

Arenas
5 and 3

Giza
2 up

Wiesner
6 and 5

Anderson
4 and 2

Puckett
3 and 1

Budke
4 and 2

Hart
2 and 1

Smego
7 and 5

Thompson
3 and 2

Shorb
2 and 1

Creekmore
2 and 1

Garety
2 and 1

D. Lang
4 and 2

Higgins
5 and 4

Woodruff
8 and 6

Easterly
2 and 1

Mohler
6 and 5

Smith
2 and 1

(75-70) Patty Moore, Charlotte, N.C. 

(82-80) Frances Gacos, Flemington, N.J.

(82-76) Reggie Parker, Hobe Sound, Fla.

(78-80) Mimi Hoffman, Springfield, Va.

(76-78) Anna Schultz, Rockwall, Texas

(78-83) Judy Miller, Tucson, Ariz.

(76-78) Rachel Whittington, Lake Oswego, Ore.

(80-81) Holly Horwood, Canada

(75-75) Terry Mayes, Gilroy, Calif.

(87-75) Kim Cure, Wichita Falls, Texas

(73-83) Madelaine Campbell, Newport Beach, Calif.

(78-81) Jo-Ann Lindsay, Edina, Minn.

(78-73) Claudia Pilot, Austin, Minn.

(83-78) Angela Stewart, Greenville, N.C.

(77-78) Lynda Palahniuk, Canada

(78-81) Georgia Hutchinson, Ketchum, Idaho

(74-73) Cecilia Mourgue D’Algue, France

(79-83) Martha Lang, Birmingham, Ala.

(79-78) Patricia French, Tulsa, Okla.

(81-77) Deborah Jamgochian, Greenwich, Conn.

(79-73) Jan Phillips, Bonita Springs, Fla.

(79-82) Tanna Lee Richard, Fort Smith, Ark.

(76-79) Anne Zahn, Minnetonka Beach, Minn.

(78-82) Rebecca Davis, Broken Arrow, Okla.

(76-73) Anne Laughlin, Plantation,  Fla.

(84-78) Lisa Stanley, Reno, Nev.

(77-80) Georgia McCravey, Chattanooga, Tenn.

(80-79) Gail  Burden, Winfield, Kan.

(70-82) Beatriz Arenas, Guatemala

(79-82) Marsha Butler, San Diego, Calif.

(77-78) Marianne Towersey, Pebble Beach, Calif.

(79-81) Christine Giza, Gilbert, Ariz.

Toni Wiesner, Fort Worth, Texas (77-69) 

Patricia Robinson, Poplar Bluff, Mo. (83-79)

Deborah Anderson, Rancho Mirage, Calif. (81-77)

Taffy Brower, Boynton Beach, Fla. (80-78) 

Robyn Puckett, Irvine, Calif. (77-77)

Kristine Berger, Hilton Head Island, S.C. (82-79) 

Mary Budke, Eugene, Ore. (77-78) 

Mitsue Lewis, San Diego, Calif. (82-78)

Lou Hart, Meridian, Miss. (73-77) 

Nancy Fitzgerald, Carmel, Ind. (79-83)

Lisa Smego, Olympia, Wash. (81-75)

Linda Pearson, Glendale, Calif. (82-77)

Carol Semple Thompson, Sewickley, Pa. (77-74) 

Kathleen Hunt, Buffalo, N.Y. (83-78)

Loree McKay, Portland, Ore. (77-78) 

Connie Shorb, York, Pa. (80-79)

Carolyn Creekmore, Dallas, Texas (75-72) 

Kate Johnson, Sleepy Hollow, Ill. (80-82)

Joan Garety, Ada, Mich. (79-78) 

Robin W. Donnelley, Scottsdale, Ariz. (81-77)

Diane Lang, Jamaica (77-76)

Linda Maynard, Highland, Ind. (84-77) 

Joan Higgins, Glendora, Calif. (75-80)

Alison Murdoch, Canada (81-79)

Sandy Woodruff, Santa Cruz, Calif. (77-72) 

Lindsay Wortham, Richmond, Va. (79-83) 

Ann Lahey, Kentfield, Calif. (82-75) 

Natalie Easterly, Richmond, Va. (79-80)

Noreen Mohler, Bethlehem, Pa. (75-77) 

Louise Davis, Los Angeles, Calif. (79-82)

Marlene Streit, Canada (77-78) 

Nancy Smith, North Port, Fla. (84-76)

Moore
3 and 2

Schultz
5 and 4

Campbell
4 and 3

Stewart
2 and 1

Mourgue D’Algue
6 and 4

Richard
4 and 2

Laughlin
7 and 6

Arenas
5 and 4

Wiesner
3 and 2

Puckett
1 up

Smego
5 and 3

Thompson
1 up

Creekmore
2 and 1

D. Lang
4 and 3

Easterly
1 up

Mohler
4 and 3

Schultz
1 up

Campbell
2 and 1

Richard
2 up

Arenas
21 holes

Puckett
3 and 2

Smego
1 up

D. Lang
 1 up

Mohler
1 up

Schultz
4 and 3

Richard
2 and 1

Qual.
Score Qual.

Score

1st Round
Monday, Sept. 3

2nd Round
Tuesday, Sept. 4

3rd Round
Tuesday, Sept. 4

Quarterfinal Round
Wednesday, Sept. 5

Semifinal Round
Wednesday, Sept. 5 1st Round

Monday, Sept. 3
2nd Round

Tuesday, Sept. 4
3rd Round

Tuesday, Sept. 4
Quarterfinal Round
Wednesday, Sept. 5

Semifinal Round
Wednesday, Sept. 5

Schultz
3 and 2

Puckett
1 up

Par: 35-36–71
Yardage: 5,975

Entries: 497
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FINAL 
(18 holes)

Thursday, Sept. 6
Anna Schultz def.

Robyn Puckett,
20 holes

Sept. 1-6, 2007, Sunriver (Ore.) Resort (Meadows Course)USGA Senior Women’s Amateur Championship46th USGA Senior Women’s Amateur Championship Sept. 1-6, 2007, Sunriver (Ore.) Resort (Meadows Course)

Puckett
1 up

D. Lang
6 and 5

Moore
6 and 5

Parker
1 up

Schultz
5 and 4

Horwood
2 and 1

Mayes
5 and 3

Campbell
3 and 1

Stewart
3 and 1

Palahniuk
1 up

Mourgue D’Algue
2 and 1

French
3 and 2

Richard
2 and 1

Zahn
1 up

Laughlin
4 and 3

Burden
2 up

Arenas
5 and 3

Giza
2 up

Wiesner
6 and 5

Anderson
4 and 2

Puckett
3 and 1

Budke
4 and 2

Hart
2 and 1

Smego
7 and 5

Thompson
3 and 2

Shorb
2 and 1

Creekmore
2 and 1

Garety
2 and 1

D. Lang
4 and 2

Higgins
5 and 4

Woodruff
8 and 6

Easterly
2 and 1

Mohler
6 and 5

Smith
2 and 1

(75-70) Patty Moore, Charlotte, N.C. 

(82-80) Frances Gacos, Flemington, N.J.

(82-76) Reggie Parker, Hobe Sound, Fla.

(78-80) Mimi Hoffman, Springfield, Va.

(76-78) Anna Schultz, Rockwall, Texas

(78-83) Judy Miller, Tucson, Ariz.

(76-78) Rachel Whittington, Lake Oswego, Ore.

(80-81) Holly Horwood, Canada

(75-75) Terry Mayes, Gilroy, Calif.

(87-75) Kim Cure, Wichita Falls, Texas

(73-83) Madelaine Campbell, Newport Beach, Calif.

(78-81) Jo-Ann Lindsay, Edina, Minn.

(78-73) Claudia Pilot, Austin, Minn.

(83-78) Angela Stewart, Greenville, N.C.

(77-78) Lynda Palahniuk, Canada

(78-81) Georgia Hutchinson, Ketchum, Idaho

(74-73) Cecilia Mourgue D’Algue, France

(79-83) Martha Lang, Birmingham, Ala.

(79-78) Patricia French, Tulsa, Okla.

(81-77) Deborah Jamgochian, Greenwich, Conn.

(79-73) Jan Phillips, Bonita Springs, Fla.

(79-82) Tanna Lee Richard, Fort Smith, Ark.

(76-79) Anne Zahn, Minnetonka Beach, Minn.

(78-82) Rebecca Davis, Broken Arrow, Okla.

(76-73) Anne Laughlin, Plantation,  Fla.

(84-78) Lisa Stanley, Reno, Nev.

(77-80) Georgia McCravey, Chattanooga, Tenn.

(80-79) Gail  Burden, Winfield, Kan.

(70-82) Beatriz Arenas, Guatemala

(79-82) Marsha Butler, San Diego, Calif.

(77-78) Marianne Towersey, Pebble Beach, Calif.

(79-81) Christine Giza, Gilbert, Ariz.

Toni Wiesner, Fort Worth, Texas (77-69) 

Patricia Robinson, Poplar Bluff, Mo. (83-79)

Deborah Anderson, Rancho Mirage, Calif. (81-77)

Taffy Brower, Boynton Beach, Fla. (80-78) 

Robyn Puckett, Irvine, Calif. (77-77)

Kristine Berger, Hilton Head Island, S.C. (82-79) 

Mary Budke, Eugene, Ore. (77-78) 

Mitsue Lewis, San Diego, Calif. (82-78)

Lou Hart, Meridian, Miss. (73-77) 

Nancy Fitzgerald, Carmel, Ind. (79-83)

Lisa Smego, Olympia, Wash. (81-75)

Linda Pearson, Glendale, Calif. (82-77)

Carol Semple Thompson, Sewickley, Pa. (77-74) 

Kathleen Hunt, Buffalo, N.Y. (83-78)

Loree McKay, Portland, Ore. (77-78) 

Connie Shorb, York, Pa. (80-79)

Carolyn Creekmore, Dallas, Texas (75-72) 

Kate Johnson, Sleepy Hollow, Ill. (80-82)

Joan Garety, Ada, Mich. (79-78) 

Robin W. Donnelley, Scottsdale, Ariz. (81-77)

Diane Lang, Jamaica (77-76)

Linda Maynard, Highland, Ind. (84-77) 

Joan Higgins, Glendora, Calif. (75-80)

Alison Murdoch, Canada (81-79)

Sandy Woodruff, Santa Cruz, Calif. (77-72) 

Lindsay Wortham, Richmond, Va. (79-83) 

Ann Lahey, Kentfield, Calif. (82-75) 

Natalie Easterly, Richmond, Va. (79-80)

Noreen Mohler, Bethlehem, Pa. (75-77) 

Louise Davis, Los Angeles, Calif. (79-82)

Marlene Streit, Canada (77-78) 

Nancy Smith, North Port, Fla. (84-76)

Moore
3 and 2

Schultz
5 and 4

Campbell
4 and 3

Stewart
2 and 1

Mourgue D’Algue
6 and 4

Richard
4 and 2

Laughlin
7 and 6

Arenas
5 and 4

Wiesner
3 and 2

Puckett
1 up

Smego
5 and 3

Thompson
1 up

Creekmore
2 and 1

D. Lang
4 and 3

Easterly
1 up

Mohler
4 and 3

Schultz
1 up

Campbell
2 and 1

Richard
2 up

Arenas
21 holes

Puckett
3 and 2

Smego
1 up

D. Lang
 1 up

Mohler
1 up

Schultz
4 and 3

Richard
2 and 1

Qual.
Score Qual.

Score

1st Round
Monday, Sept. 3

2nd Round
Tuesday, Sept. 4

3rd Round
Tuesday, Sept. 4

Quarterfinal Round
Wednesday, Sept. 5

Semifinal Round
Wednesday, Sept. 5 1st Round

Monday, Sept. 3
2nd Round

Tuesday, Sept. 4
3rd Round

Tuesday, Sept. 4
Quarterfinal Round
Wednesday, Sept. 5

Semifinal Round
Wednesday, Sept. 5

Schultz
3 and 2

Puckett
1 up

Par: 35-36–71
Yardage: 5,975

Entries: 497
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Appendix B
StArtinG timeS for the firSt tWo DAyS of A USGA 
Stroke-plAy ChAmpionShip (one tee) — 156 CompetitorS

StArtinG timeS for the firSt tWo DAyS of A USGA 
Stroke-plAy ChAmpionShip (tWo teeS) — 156 CompetitorS

Thurs. Fri.  Thurs. Fri.

7:00 a.m. 11:20 a.m. Group 1 11:20 a.m. 7:00 a.m. Group 27

7:10 11:30 Group 2 11:30 7:10 Group 28

7:20 11:40 Group 3 11:40 7:20 Group 29

7:30 11:50 Group 4 11:50 7:30 Group 30

7:40 12:00 p.m. Group 5 12:00 p.m. 7:40 Group 31

7:50 12:10 Group 6 12:10 7:50 Group 32

8:00 12:20 Group 7 12:20 8:00 Group 33

8:10 12:30 Group 8 12:30 8:10 Group 34

8:20 12:40 Group 9 12:40 8:20 Group 35

8:30 12:50 Group 10 12:50 8:30 Group 36

8:40 1:00 Group 11 1:00 8:40 Group 37

8:50 1:10 Group 12 1:10 8:50 Group 38

9:00 1:20 Group 13 1:20 9:00 Group 39

9:10 1:30 Group 14 1:30 9:10 Group 40

9:20 1:40 Group 15 1:40 9:20 Group 41

9:30 1:50 Group 16 1:50 9:30 Group 42

9:40 2:00 Group 17 2:00 9:40 Group 43

9:50 2:10 Group 18 2:10 9:50 Group 44

10:00 2:20 Group 19 2:20 10:00 Group 45

10:10 2:30 Group 20 2:30 10:10 Group 46

10:20 2:40 Group 21 2:40 10:20 Group 47

10:30 2:50 Group 22 2:50 10:30 Group 48

10:40 3:00 Group 23 3:00 10:40 Group 49

10:50 3:10 Group 24 3:10 10:50 Group 50

11:00 3:20 Group 25 3:20 11:00 Group 51

11:10 3:30 Group 26 3:30 11:10 Group 52

Thurs. Fri.  Thurs. Fri.
First Tee 10th Tee  First Tee 10th Tee

7:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. Group 1 12:30 p.m. 7:30 a.m. Group 27

7:40 12:40 Group 2 12:40 7:40 Group 28

7:50 12:50 Group 3 12:50 7:50 Group 29

8:00 1:00 Group 4 1:00 8:00 Group 30

8:10 1:10 Group 5 1:10 8:10 Group 31

8:20 1:20 Group 6 1:20 8:20 Group 32

8:30 1:30 Group 7 1:30 8:30 Group 33

8:40 1:40 Group 8 1:40 8:40 Group 34

8:50 1:50 Group 9 1:50 8:50 Group 35

9:00 2:00 Group 10 2:00 9:00 Group 36

9:10 2:10 Group 11 2:10 9:10 Group 37

9:20 2:20 Group 12 2:20 9:20 Group 38

9:30 2:30 Group 13 2:30 9:30 Group 39

Thurs. Fri.  Thurs. Fri.
10th Tee First Tee  10th Tee First Tee

7:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m. Group 14 12:30 p.m. 7:30 a.m. Group 40

7:40 12:40 Group 15 12:40 7:40 Group 41

7:50 12:50 Group 16 12:50 7:50 Group 42

8:00 1:00 Group 17 1:00 8:00 Group 43

8:10 1:10 Group 18 1:10 8:10 Group 44

8:20 1:20 Group 19 1:20 8:20 Group 45

8:30 1:30 Group 20 1:30 8:30 Group 46

8:40 1:40 Group 21 1:40 8:40 Group 47

8:50 1:50 Group 22 1:50 8:50 Group 48

9:00 2:00 Group 23 2:00 9:00 Group 49

9:10 2:10 Group 24 2:10 9:10 Group 50

9:20 2:20 Group 25 2:20 9:20 Group 51

9:30 2:30 Group 26 2:30 9:30 Group 52
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Appendix C
foUrth hole, loWer CoUrSe, pAr 3, 194/162 yArDS

BAltUSrol Golf ClUB, SprinGfielD, neW JerSey

Diagram of the 4th hole of the Lower Course at Baltusrol Golf Club, Springfield, 
New Jersey. Clearly the pond should be defined as a water hazard, but it is pos-
sible for a ball to cross the pond and roll back into it in the area marked “X.” In 
such a case, if the player drops a ball behind the water hazard keeping the point 
at which the original ball last crossed the margin of the hazard between the 
hole and the spot on which the ball is dropped, he would be dropping in the 
trees to the left of the hole. This would be unfair. Accordingly, in USGA champi-
onships played at Baltusrol, a Dropping Zone is established at point Y. A Local 
Rule states that, if a player’s ball is in the water hazard, he may, under penalty 
of one stroke, drop a ball on the area marked Dropping Zone.

Appendix C 7170



Appendix D
ClArifiCAtionS of temporAry oBStrUCtion rUle

Temporary immovable obstructions (TIOs) are non-permanent artificial objects 
that are generally erected in conjunction with a competition.  Examples of TIOs 
include tents, scoreboards, grandstands, television towers, lavatories and, if the 
Committee wishes to treat them as such, fans used to circulate air for agronomic 
purposes.

The Committee should take great care in placing these objects on and near the 
course so as to ensure minimal interference with play.  However, because of 
their temporary nature, special relief procedures are available when a player 
has interference from a TIO.

The following diagrams illustrate the various relief procedures provided in the 
Local Rule for Temporary Obstructions found in Appendix I of the Rules of Golf.

Diagram - 1

Defining “In front of”

Clause II Explanation

Ball A is within one club 
length of the TIO, but is “in 
front of” the TIO because the 
one club-length measurement 
must be made along the equi-
distant arc.  Measuring in any 
other direction to determine 
if the TIO intervenes is prohib-
ited.  There is also no physical 
interference from the TIO.  
Thus, there is no relief under 
the Local Rule for Ball A.

Ball B is also “in front of” the 
TIO, but in this case the TIO 
physically interferes. Relief (nearest point of relief plus one club-length) is avail-
able -- see Diagram 2.

Ball C has no physical interference from the TIO, but is within one club-length of 
where the TIO would intervene between the ball and the hole. Intervention relief 
(more than one club-length, but less than two) is available -- see Diagram 2.

Ball D has no physical interference from the TIO, but part of the TIO within one 
club-length of the ball is in front of the ball.  Intervention relief (more than one 
club-length, but less than two) is available -- see Diagram 2.

Diagram - 2

Illustrating Relief for Balls B,C and D from Diagram 1

Clause III (a) Explanation

Ball B – Point X is the point nearest 
to where Ball B originally lay that 
is not nearer the hole and not in a 
hazard that provides relief from the 
interfering TIO.  The ball must be 
dropped within one club-length of 
X as represented by the shaded area. 
Although in this case Ball B had only 
interference from the TIO and not 
intervention, it is important to note 
that when taking relief under this 
Local Rule any point of relief (in this 
case the shaded area) must provide 
relief from interference as defined in 
Clause II, which includes interven-
tion.  That is why the shaded area is 
somewhat irregularly shaped.

Ball C – Point Y is one club-length from where intervention would exist along 
the equidistant arc.  The ball must be dropped within one club-length of Y as 
represented by the shaded area.

Ball D – Point Z is one club-length from where intervention would exist along 
the equidistant arc. The ball must be dropped within one club-length of Z as 
represented by the shaded area.

Diagram -- 3

Ball “in, or under” TIO

Clause III Explanation

Ball A is “in” the TIO and thus has intervention.  In taking relief,  
the first step is to measure one club-length from the edge of the  
TIO along the equidistant arc. The extent of this one club-length  
arc is represented by point Y.  The ball must  then be dropped  
within one club-length of point Y as  
represented by the shaded area.
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Diagram -- 4

Ball “in, on or under” TIO

Clause III Explanation

Ball A is “in” the TIO. Point X is one club-length from the TIO 
measured along the equidistant arc and provides relief from 
intervention, but at point X the TIO physically interferes with the 
area of intended swing.  Point Y is the point nearest to point X 
that provides relief from both intervention and physical  
interference.  The ball must be dropped within one  
club-length of point Y as represented by the  
shaded area.

Diagram -- 6

Relief from TIOs without sides Explanation

Ball A is under the TIO.  Point X is one club-length from where intervention 
would exist (the outer limit of the TIO is used irrespective of height) measured 
along the equidistant arc.  The ball must be dropped within one club-length of 
point X as represented by the shaded area.

Ball B is behind the TIO.  Point Y is one club-length from where intervention 
would exist (the outer limit of the TIO is used irrespective of height) measured 
along the equidistant arc.  The ball must be dropped within one club-length of 
point Y as represented by the shaded area.

Ball C is in front of the TIO and not within one club-length of the TIO “drip 
lines” on the equidistant arc. Although the area of intended swing and/or the 
player’s stance would be within the TIO, no relief is available because there is 
not physical interference from the actual structure.

Ball D has no physical interference from the TIO, but, using the “drip lines” 
of the TIO, part of it is within one club-length of the ball measured on the 
equidistant arc. The ball must be dropped within one club-length of Point Z as 
represented by the shaded area.

Diagram -- 5

Clause II and  
Exception to Clause III  
Explanation

Note: Concession Stand is 200 yards from  
the hole. Trees are of such a nature that  
playing over or under them is not possible.

Ball A is behind the TIO.  While the 
TIO is on a direct line to the hole, 
the TIO is not, because of the trees, 
also on the line of play (dashed line).  
Therefore, the player does not have in-
terference, and relief is not available.

Ball B is behind the TIO, and the TIO 
is on both a direct line to the hole and 
on the player’s line of play.  Therefore, 
he has interference.  When taking re-
lief, he must take relief such that the 
TIO is not on a direct line to the hole 
(in the shaded Area X).

Ball C is behind the TIO.  Because of 
the tree, a line of play towards the 
TIO is not reasonable, so relief is not 
available under this Local Rule.  How-
ever, if the TIO physically interferes 
with the sideways stroke, the player 
may take relief under Rule 24-2.

Ball D is in a position where the TIO does not directly intervene between the 
ball and the hole but the TIO is on the player’s intended line of play as repre-
sented by the dotted line.  However, in this case as the TIO only intervenes on 
the line of play and not on a direct line between the player’s ball and the hole, 
relief is not available under this Local Rule.



Diagram - 9

Maximum Available Relief in Hazard Explanation

Ball A is in a hazard and behind the TIO. Part A of the TIO is 20 feet tall and 
Part B is 10 feet tall. There is no spot in the hazard that offers complete relief 
from the TIO. Point Y is the point on the equidistant arc where the height of 
the TIO is the least. Point Z is the point on the equidistant arc that is nearest to 
line W (where complete relief exists). Point X is the point nearest to where the 
ball was in the bunker that is nearest to line W (where complete relief exists). As 
there is no requirement to remain equidistant from the hole in determining the 
point of maximum available relief, if the player intends to proceed under the 
Local Rule without penalty he must drop the ball at Point X even though it is 
farther from the hole than where the ball originally lay.
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Diagram -- 7

Relief from TIOs with guy wires Explanation

Ball A is “in front” of the TIO and there is no physical interference from the 
TIO.  Ball A does not have intervention because no part of the TIO within one 
club-length of the ball measured along the equidistant arc is in front of the ball.  
The fact that the ball is behind 
an imaginary line joining up 
the forward most portions of 
the TIO (where the guy wires 
are fixed to the ground) is irrel-
evant.  There is no relief under 
the Local Rule for Ball A.

Ball B is behind the front, 
left guy wire, but there is no 
physical interference from the 
TIO.  Relief is available at point 
Y.  The ball must be dropped 
within one club-length of Y as 
represented by the shaded area.

Ball C is “in” the TIO. In 
determining the nearest point 
of relief (point Z), the outside 
limit of the TIO must be deter-
mined, which includes the guy 
wire.  The ball must be dropped 
within one club-length of point Z as represented by the shaded area.

Diagram - 8

Relief Point Off Equidistant 
Arc Explanation

Ball A is in the TIO. The first club-
length measured along the equidis-
tant arc ends in the hazard (Point X). 
Point Y is the point outside a hazard 
where the second club-length can be 
measured along the equidistant arc. 
Point Z is the point outside a hazard 
nearest to where the ball was in the 
TIO that provides relief through the 
green. As there is no requirement to 
remain equidistant from the hole in  
determining the nearest point of relief and  
Point Z is nearer to the position of Ball A than  
Point Y, if the player intends to proceed under  
the Local Rule he must drop the ball within one  
club-length of Point Z as represented by the shaded area.



Diagram 10

Special Relief Procedures Explanation

Relief to Either Side of  TIO  
The scoreboard short and left of the putting green illustrates a case where a Lo-
cal Rule permitting a ball that has intervention to be dropped on either side of 
the scoreboard is appropriate because of the trees to the left of the scoreboard.

Ball A has interference but no intervention, so the player has no choice as to 
which side of the scoreboard to take relief.

Ball B has come to rest behind the scoreboard that  intervenes directly between 
the ball and the hole.  In addition to dropping the ball within the respective 
shaded area to the left of the scoreboard as required by Clause III, it may also be 
dropped within the shaded areas to the right of the scoreboard.

Dropping Zones 
The grandstand to the right of the putting green illustrates a case where adopt-
ing a Local Rule to allow the use of a Dropping Zone (DZ)  is appropriate because 
of the trees on both sides of the grandstand.

Ball C has come to rest behind the grandstand which intervenes directly be-
tween the ball and the hole.  In addition to dropping the ball within the shaded 
area as required by Clause III it may also be dropped on the dropping zone in 
front of the grandstand even though it is nearer to the hole.

Ball D has interference from the grandstand and the ball may be dropped 
within the shaded area as  
required by Clause 
III.  Additionally, 
and even though 
the relief point 
is ot behind the 
trees, the ball may 
be dropped on the 
Dropping Zone in 
front of the grand-
stand even though 
it is nearer the 
hole.

Diagram 11

Ball in Not Found TIO Explanation

Ball A was played from the fairway into the grandstand.  The ball cannot be 
found, but it is known or virtually certain that the ball is in the TIO.  The ball 
entered the grandstand at Point X but Point Y is where the ball last crossed the 
outermost limits of the TIO.  For the purposes of proceeding under Clause IV 
of the Local Rule for Temporary Obstructions, Point Y is the reference point for 
taking relief.  Thus the player may drop a ball within one club-length of Point Z 
as represented by the shaded area.

Ball B was played from the fairway into the grandstand.  The ball cannot be 
found, but it is known or virtually certain that the ball is in the TIO.  The ball 
entered the grandstand at Point V but Point U is where the ball last crossed the 
outermost limits of the TIO.  For the purposes of proceeding under Clause IV 
of the Local Rule for Temporary Obstructions, Point U is the reference point for 
taking relief.  Thus the player may drop a ball within one club-length of Point W 
as represented by the shaded area.
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Diagram 12

Special Relief Procedures: Required Use of Dropping Zone for 
TIO Located Near Putting Green 
The Committee has specified that, in taking relief, a player with physical inter-
ference (a ball in, on, or under the TIO or located in front of or so close to the 
TIO that the TIO interferes with the player’s stance or area of intended swing) 
from a TIO located near the putting green is required to drop the ball in the 
Dropping Zone (DZ) nearest to where the ball lies even if that Dropping Zone is 
nearer to the hole than the original position of the ball. 

Explanations for players electing to take relief:

Ball A is in the TIO (the Committee has created a single TIO by tying two struc-
tures together using white lines – depicted in red in the diagram); therefore, 
the player must use the nearest Dropping Zone (DZ 2).

Ball B is in front of the TIO such that it interferes with the player’s backswing.  
The player must use the nearest Dropping Zone (DZ 3).

Ball C is behind the TIO.  Relief is taken in the shaded area in accordance with the 
Local Rule in Appendix I (use of a Dropping Zone is not permitted for this player).

Note: The Committee has  
installed striped stakes  
between the pairs of Drop-
ping Zones in order to 
facilitate determination of 
the nearest dropping zone. 
 
 
 

Diagram 13

Implications When ‘Front’ and ‘Back’ Lines Tie Separate TIOs 
Into a Single TIO.
The Committee has used white lines (depicted in red in the diagram) to tie two 
TIOs into a single TIO.

Black ovals represent the location of the player’s feet when he has taken his 
stance.

Ball A is in front of the TIO with no physical interference. The ball is far enough 
from the TIO that no part of the TIO intervenes (when one club-length is mea-
sured along the equidistant arc).  Player A’s area of intended swing cuts into the 
area enclosed by the front and back lines; however, like a club passing over an 
area of ground under repair, this is not an example of interference from the TIO.

Ball B has physical interference from the TIO because it is near enough to the 
TIO that Player B would be standing in the TIO. Player B is entitled to relief 
under the Local Rule. 

The nearest point of relief must account for the physical interference and the 
intervention.
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Ball D is in the TIO (due to the Committee establishing the ‘front’ of the TIO 
by painting a red line between the guy-wire anchors).  The player must use the 
nearest Dropping Zone (DZ 1).

Ball E (left-handed player) is not physically interfered with and is not ‘in’ the 
TIO as the dashed-line is merely an imaginary line connecting the guy-wire 
anchors. Relief is taken in the shaded area in accordance with the Local Rule  
in Appendix I (use of a Dropping Zone is not permitted for this player).



Appendix E
loCAl rUleS AnD ConDitionS of Competition for  
USGA ChAmpionShipS

LocaL RuLes and conditions of competition
foR 2008 usGa championships

Unless otherwise noted, the penalty for breach of a local rUle or condition is:
Match play — loss of hole  •  stroke play — two strokes

LocaL RuLes

conditions

Out Of BOunds

Water and LateraL Water Hazard stakes and Lines — 

GrOund under repair

sOd seams

immOvaBLe OBstructiOns

WHite-Lined areas tyinG intO artificiaLLy-surfaced rOads and patHs

WOOd cHips and muLcH

emBedded BaLL tHrOuGH tHe Green

inteGraL parts Of tHe cOurse

tempOrary pOWer Lines and caBLes

tempOrary immOvaBLe OBstructiOns

List Of cOnfOrminG driver Heads

List Of cOnfOrminG GOLf BaLLs

LimitatiOn On GOLf BaLLs (“One-BaLL ruLe”)

time Of startinG

pace Of pLay

discOntinuance Of pLay

practice

transpOrtatiOn

cLOse Of cOmpetitiOn

 8382

Appendix F
notiCe to plAyerS

107
th

U.S. AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP
FINAL

Notice to Players
(This supplements the Local Rules and Conditions of Competition for 2007 USGA Championship – see reverse side)

General
Play-off to Determine Match-Play Field: In the event of a tie for the last (64

th
) spot after 36 holes of stroke play, there will be a hole-by-hole play-

off immediately upon the completion of the second round. All announcements regarding the play-off, including the sequence of holes, will be made

at the public scoreboard upon completion of the second round.

Seeding for Match Play: Ties in stroke play will be decided by blind draw, except that places of those participating in the play-off will be

determined by performance in the play-off and by the order of the public scoreboard summary.

Later starting times for Round 1 of match play will be reserved for the players whose opponents are determined in the play-off Wednesday

morning, if applicable.

In the event of a match standing all square after 18 holes (or 36 holes in the case of the final), the stipulated round is deemed to extend on a

hole-by-hole basis beginning on the 1st hole unless otherwise stated by the USGA prior to the start of a match.

Footwear: Shoes with traditionally-designed spikes (regardless of composition, i.e., ceramic, plastic, etc.) or spikes, regardless of design, comprised

either entirely or partially of metal (if such metal may come in contact with the course) are prohibited during the stipulated round. Penalty for breach

of this condition: Disqualification.

Out of bounds:

A ball which crosses a road defined as out of bounds and comes to rest beyond that road is out of bounds, even though it may lie on

another part of the course or on the other championship course.

White dots on curbing indicate that the boundary ties into the curb.

Ground under repair:

Defined by blue stakes and/or white lines.

May include areas of unusual damage, including areas where spectators or other traffic have combined with wet conditions to materially

affect the ground surface, but only when so declared by a General Rules Rover.

Burrowing Animal Casts may not be clearly identifiable as such. If there is any doubt as to the status of an area being a burrowing animal

cast, please consult with a Rules Official before taking relief.

Sod-covered trenching for temporary cables is deemed to be ground under repair.

Immovable Obstructions:

Stone walls adjacent to artificially surfaced paths are deemed to be part of the path; stacked stone walls are immovable obstructions.

Turf and/or landscaping encircled by paved cart paths are deemed to be part of the cart path and thus all one obstruction.

Permanent structures (half way houses and restrooms) encircled by or adjacent to a cart path are deemed to be a part of the cart path and

thus all one obstruction.

Stakes and/or guy wires supporting trees are immovable obstructions, the tree is not part of the obstruction.

Wooden borders immediately adjacent to sand paths are immovable obstructions, the sand path is not part of the obstruction.

Movable Obstructions:

Cameras on tripods; tripods without cameras; mini-cams on tripods; microphones; mobile television vehicles.

All championship-related signs (except tee signs), evacuation vehicles and display vehicles are to be treated as movable obstructions.

If not readily movable, they are to be treated as temporary immovable obstructions.

Player refreshment coolers near teeing grounds are movable obstructions.

Integral Parts of the Course:

Areas of wood chips and mulch are integral parts of the course. Wood chips and mulch are loose impediments.

Identification tags attached to trees are deemed to be integral parts of the course.

Paint spots (e.g., to indicate the front and back of putting greens and drive distance yardage marks): Relief without penalty is not available.

Lake Course
Out of bounds is also defined by:

Hole 1 – the face of the concrete walls (course side) of the tunnel, left of fairway.

Hole 16 – white stakes and the outside edge of the curb of the road behind the putting green.

Hole 17 – the outside edge of the curb of the road behind the tee and left of hole. A ball is out of bounds if it comes

to rest beyond the curb that runs along the right side of the road.

Radio frequency relay equipment when attached to either a temporary immovable obstruction or immovable obstruction becomes a part of that

obstruction; when attached to trees, it is an integral part of the course.

Cables and guy wires from the RF trucks are to be treated as elevated power lines and cables (see Local Rule for Temporary Power Lines and

Cables in Appendix I).

Temporary Immovable Obstructions: The Local Rule in Appendix I of the Rules of Golf is in effect. Temporary Immovable Obstructions include

TV towers, temporary restrooms; temporary concessions areas; scoreboard; leaderboards; starting and scoring tents; RF trucks, tee signs.

For the purposes of determining whether a ball is in an obstruction or intervention exists, a white line indicates either the front edge

of the temporary obstruction or joins multiple obstructions. A ball touching the line is deemed to be in the obstruction.

Special Relief Procedures: In addition to the available relief options under the Rules, a player having a ball in, on, under or behind the

following obstructions may drop the ball without penalty on either side of the obstruction but not nearer the hole:

Hole 7 – TV tower behind and left of putting green

Hole 9 – Scoring tent between hole 9 putting green and hole 10 tee (tent not nearest to putting green)

Hole 10 – Starting tent

Hole 13 – TV tower behind putting green

Hole 15 – TV tower behind putting green

– RF Truck back left of putting green

Hole 16 – Scoring tent near Ocean Course hole 9 putting green (tent nearest to half-way house)

Hole 17 – TV tower behind putting green

Ocean Course
Out of bounds is also defined by:

Hole 1 – the inside face of buildings left of hole.

Hole 6 – the outside edge of the curb of the cart path right of hole. A ball is out of bounds if it comes to rest beyond the curb that runs along the

right side of the cart path.

Hole 8 – the inside face of buildings right of hole.

Hole 14 – the inside face of the cinder block wall left of fairway.

Temporary Immovable Obstructions

Special Relief Procedures: In addition to the available relief options under the Rules, a player having a ball in, on, under or behind the

following obstructions may drop the ball without penalty on either side of the obstruction but not nearer the hole:

Hole 9 – Scoring tent back right of putting green (tent nearest to half-way house)

Dropping Zone: As an additional option under the TIO Rule, for a ball having interference or intervention from a scoring tent behind hole 18

putting green, the player may drop a ball without penalty on the area marked “DZ” located near the practice putting green.

Rules Committee – Jim Hyler, Jim Bunch, Mike Davis

Pace of Play Review Committee (Lake Course) – Jim Hyler, Mike Davis, Genger Fahleson

Pace of Play Review Committee (Ocean Course) – Jim Bunch, Jeff Hall, Alli Jarrett
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Loose Impediments
Wood chips and mulch are loose impediments.

Obstructions
Artificially-surfaced roads and paths include those surfaced with crushed brick, 
gravel, asphalt or seashells.

Bird houses and the supporting posts are immovable obstructions.

Flower and shrub beds encircled by paved cart paths are deemed to be part of 
the obstructions.

Seawall on hole #18 is deemed to be an obstruction.

Sections of cart paths which are not artificially-surfaced but which have wooden 
piling curbings on both sides are deemed to be obstructions. All other cart 
paths are not obstructions, but if such a path has a wooden piling curbing on 
one side, the curbing is an obstruction.

Railroad ties adjacent to artificially-surfaced roads or paths are deemed to be 
the sides of the roads or paths, thus they are all one obstruction.

Split-rail fences are deemed to be sides of artificially-surfaced roads or paths 
when adjacent to them; thus, they are treated as the same obstruction.

Integral Parts of the Course
Cart path to the right of the putting green on hole #2, the section of the path 
which is defined by green stakes, is an integral part of the course.

Cement in tree cavities is an integral part of the course.

Fence projection over water hazard on hole #11 is deemed to be an integral part 
of the course.

Plastic liners in bunkers are deemed to be integral parts of the course, thus they 
are not obstructions.

Railroad ties and stone walls within the margins of water hazards are deemed 
to be integral parts of the course.

All roads and paths that are not artificially-surfaced are deemed to be integral 
parts of the course.

Wires closely attached to trunks of trees are deemed to be integral parts of the 
course. 

Preservation of Course
Turf nursery between hole #6 and #7 is ground under repair from which play is 
prohibited. If interference exists, relief must be taken. Such nursery is not defined, 
but it constitutes all of the area cut to approximately putting green height.

Water Hazards and Lateral Water Hazards
Water hazard between hole #3 and #16 is deemed to be a lateral water hazard in 
play of hole #2.

Defining Bounds and Margins
Orange stakes define the margin of the bunker on hole #5. Such stakes are in 
the bunker.

Green stakes hole #16 — Inside (bunker) edge of green stakes define the margin 
of the bunker.

Lateral water hazards on holes #2, #5 and #16 — On far sides of lateral water 
hazards behind putting green on hole #2, left of hole #5 and in front of and left 
of the putting green on hole #16, the hazard margins extend to and coincide 
with the out of bounds line.

Lateral water hazard on hole #10 — Where not marked on the right-hand side, 
the margin extends to infinity.

Lateral water hazard on hole #15 — Right-hand margin of lateral water hazard 
on right extends to the out of bounds line, i.e., the curbing of the public road.

Out of bounds is defined by chain-link, stockade, split-rail and green-mesh fenc-
ing in addition to white stakes. Where more than one type of fence is present, 
the nearer fence defines the boundary.

Out of bounds is defined by the wire-mesh perimeter fencing at ground level, 
the white lines on the pavement within the tunnels and on hole #18 by a combi-
nation of white stakes and fence posts.

Concrete bases of boundary fence posts are part of the fence and thus not ob-
structions. In such cases where the concrete base is above ground, out of bounds 
is defined by inside points, at ground level, of the concrete bases.

Out of bounds is defined by the curbing of the cart path which is painted white, 
behind and to the left of the putting green on hole #9. A ball is out of bounds 
when all of it lies beyond the curbing.

A ball which crosses a public road defined as out of bounds and comes to rest 
beyond that road is out of bounds, even though it may lie on another part of the 
course.

The practice range, defined by green mesh fencing at ground level, is out of bounds.

The practice range is considered through the green and its fencing is considered 
an immovable obstruction.

In certain areas, putting greens are defined by orange lines. Such lines are on 
the putting green.
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Dropping Zones
Clubhouse behind the putting green on hole #9, including the shrub bed, is 
deemed to be an immovable obstructions. A player entitled to relief may apply 
Rule 24-2b or, without penalty, drop the ball on the nearer of the two areas 
marked “Dropping Zone” located on either end of the clubhouse.

Paved cart path on hole #18 — In the event of interference by the section of the 
path between the two green stakes, the player may apply Rule 24-2b or, without 
penalty, drop the ball on the nearer of the two areas marked “Dropping Zone.”

Wooden pilings behind putting green on hole #6 are immovable obstructions. A 
player entitled to relief may apply Rule 24-2b or, without penalty, drop the ball 
on the area marked “Dropping Zone” located to the left of the pilings.

Lateral water hazard on hole #5 — As an additional option under Rule 26-1, for 
a ball in the lateral water hazard that last crossed the margin of the hazard be-
tween the green stakes, the player may drop a ball under penalty of one stroke 
on the nearer of the two areas marked “Dropping Zone.”

Lateral water hazard on hole #18 — As an additional option under Rule 26-1, for 
a ball in the lateral water hazard, the player may drop a ball under penalty of 
one stroke on the nearest of four areas marked “Dropping Zone” which is not 
nearer the hole than where the ball last crossed the margin of the hazard.

Water hazard on hole #12 — As an additional option under Rule 26-1, for a ball 
in the water hazard, the player may drop a ball under penalty of one stroke on 
the area marked “Dropping Zone.”

Water hazard on hole #17 — As an additional option under Rule 26-1, for a ball 
in the water hazard, the player may drop a ball under penalty of one stroke on 
the area marked “Dropping Zone” located on the forward tee.

Water hazards — As an additional option under Rule 26-1, for a ball in the water 
hazard on holes #2, #13 or #17, the player may drop a ball under penalty of one 
stroke on the area marked “Dropping Zone” located on the tee side of the hazard.

Wood fence defining out of bounds behind putting green on hole #7 — As an 
additional option under Rule 28 for a ball that comes to rest between the two 
“Dropping Zone” and is declared unplayable, the player may drop a ball under 
penalty of one stroke on the nearer of the two areas marked “Dropping Zone” 
located alongside the fence.

Temporary Conditions — Mud, Extreme Wetness, etc.
Cleaning ball — A ball lying on or touching the fairway of the hole being played 
may be lifted, cleaned, and replaced without penalty.

Note: The position of the ball must be marked before it is lifted under this Local 
Rule — see Rule 20-1.

Earth cracks — If a ball lies in or touches an earth crack through the green, the 
player may, without penalty, lift the ball and clean it. The player must drop the 
ball as near as possible to where it originally lay, which is not nearer the hole, 
avoids interference by the condition and is not in a hazard or on a putting green.

Abnormal Ground Conditions
Flower beds are deemed to be ground under repair even though not so defined 
by white lines.

Unmarked ornamental flower beds are not ground under repair, thus relief 
without penalty is not available.

Flower beds encircled with white lines are deemed to be ground under repair 
from which play is prohibited. Relief in accordance with 25-1b is mandatory.

Ground under repair may include areas of unusual damage, including areas 
where spectators or other traffic have combined with wet conditions to affect 
materially the ground surface, but only when so declared by a member of the 
Committee.

Ground under repair may include areas of unusual damage, including bare 
ground caused by trenching for underground wiring, but only when so declared 
by a member of the Committee.

Irregularities of surface caused by trenching for the installation of underground 
wiring are deemed to be ground under repair, even though not defined by white 
lines.

Turf which has been trenched for telephone wiring is deemed to be ground 
under repair.

Ground under repair may include unmarked, eroded areas, but not when pine 
needles have been spread on such areas. Only a member of the Committee may 
declare such unmarked, eroded areas ground under repair.

Irregularities of surface caused by mole crickets are deemed to be ground under 
repair, but only when so declared by a member of the Committee.

Practice bunkers behind putting green on hole #18 are deemed to be through 
the green and ground under repair.

Temporary Immovable Obstructions
Television cameras on tripods are deemed to be temporary immovable obstruc-
tions. Tripods without cameras are movable obstructions.

Temporary immovable obstructions — As an additional option under the

Temporary Obstruction Local Rule, a player entitled to relief from the following 
may drop the ball without penalty as prescribed:

Hole #1 — Grandstand behind putting green — on either side of the grandstand 
but not nearer the hole.

Hole #15 — Leaderboard behind putting green — on either side of the leader-
board but not nearer the hole.

Hole #18 — Grandstands, television tower and leaderboard (all deemed to be one 
obstruction) — on nearer of two areas marked “Dropping Zone.”
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Miscellaneous Local Rules and Conditions
Automotive transportation is permitted between the play of holes #8 and #9.

Green mesh fences just outside some boundary fences are deemed to be fixed.

Environmentally-sensitive areas — Local Rule as prescribed in Appendix I shall 
be in effect. Environmentally-sensitive areas are located, defined and marked as 
follows:

–  between holes #2 and #3 — Water hazard marked with yellow stakes with 
green tops and yellow line.

–  left of hole #5 — Lateral water hazard marked with red stakes with green tops 
and red line.

–  right of putting green on hole #12 — Ground under repair marked with blue 
stakes with green tops and white line.

– behind hole #18 — Out of bounds marked with white stakes with green tops.

Mole crickets are not burrowing animals, thus there is no relief without penalty 
for irregularities of surface created by them. Casts of loose sand are loose im-
pediments and may be removed.

Depressions made by spectators’ seats — If a player’s ball is in a depression made 
by spectators’ seats, he may follow the relief procedure for a ball coming to rest 
in or on an aeration hole (Local Rule as prescribed in Appendix I).

During the first two rounds of match play extra hole matches will continue at 
the first tee. Beginning with the third round, all matches will proceed from the 
tenth tee.

Appendix H
pACe of plAy GUiDelineS AnD time ChArt
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PACE OF PLAY GUIDELINES

2007 UNITED STATES WOMEN’S AMATEUR PUBLIC LINKS CHAMPIONSHIP

STROKE PLAY

Summary
When a group is out of position at any check-point the players in the group are liable to penalty under these guidelines. Players in a
group that has missed one or more check-points will be liable to penalty according to the following schedule of penalties pending final
determination of whether a breach or breaches of these guidelines have occurred:

Check-points will be on completion (flagstick in the hole) of the 4
th

, 9
th

, 13
th

and 18
th

holes.

• 1
st

missed check-point*– warning

• 2
nd

missed check-point – liable to a one stroke penalty
• 3

rd
missed check-point – liable to a two stroke penalty

• 4
th

missed check-point – liable to disqualification

* If a group clears the 3
rd

check-point and has not missed any other check-points, but is out of position at the 4
th

check-point, each

player in the group is liable for a one stroke penalty if in the Committee’s view no effort was made by the players to complete their
round within the allotted time for the final check-point. (Note: Officials, see Decisions on Pace of Play Guidelines).

Allotted Time
When play is in groups of three, each group is allotted 4 hours and 28 minutes to complete 18 holes at a pace in
accordance with the attached time chart. When a group falls behind – regardless of the reason - it must regain its position.
Time for ball searches, rulings, and walking time between holes is included in the allotted time.

Definition of “Out of Position” – Stroke Play
FIRST GROUP: (off the 1

st
and 10

th
holes, both morning and afternoon): The first group is out of position if takes more

than the allotted time to finish a check-point hole (see below check-point time table).

FOLLOWING GROUPS: A following group is out of position if it
(a) takes more than the allotted time to finish a check-point hole and
(b) completes play of a check-point hole more than 14 minutes after the preceding group completed play of that hole.

Time charts outlining the time per hole, including the finish times for the check-point holes, are attached.
Check-Points: Play of the hole must be completed in the following amount of time (groups of 3):

Hole # 4 / 13 9 / 18 13 / 4 18 / 9

Time allotted 0:58/ 0:56 2:09/2:13 3:11/3:17 4:28

Group Out of Position
When a group is out of position at a check-point, it will be notified by a Check-Point Official. When a group has been notified of a
missed check-point, that group is expected to regain its position before reaching the next check-point. If that group reaches the next
check-point out of position each player in the group may incur the applicable penalty for a breach of these guidelines.

Any group that is out of position may be monitored by a Rules Rover.

A player concerned about a non-responsive (slow) fellow-competitor in his group, who is delaying play, should request a Rules Rover to
monitor the group in case the group is or becomes liable to penalty under these guidelines.

Final Determination Regarding Breach / Review Process
Before returning his score card, a player who is liable for penalty during his round may consult with the Pace of Play Committee to
determine if she has incurred a penalty under these guidelines. The Pace of Play Committee will determine that a player who has been
found to be out of position is not in breach of these guidelines only if:

(a) the player was delayed by the Committee; or
(b) the player was delayed by a circumstance beyond control of the player or the group; or
(c) the player was delayed by another player in the group.
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A player who was out of position during his round and who elects not to consult with the Pace of Play Committee to determine
whether she was in breach of these guidelines is deemed to be in breach of these guidelines and incurs a penalty or penalties
according to the above schedule of penalties.

If a player or group incurs a penalty, penalties are to be applied to the check-point hole where the breach occurred.

MATCH PLAY

When play is in groups of two, groups will be required to play at no more than 3 hours and 49 minutes for the 18-hole round (see
attached pace of Play Time Chart).

Definition “Out of Position” – Match Play
FIRST MATCH: The first match to start will be considered out of position if, at any time during the round, the group is behind the
prescribed schedule as detailed on the attached Pace of Play Time Chart.

FOLLOWING MATCH: Any following match will be considered out of position if it (a) is taking more than the allotted time to play and (b)
reaches the tee of a par-3 hole and the preceding group has cleared the next tee; reaches the tee of a par-4 hole and the putting green is
clear; or reaches the tee of a par-5 hole when the preceding group is on the putting green. Both (a) and (b) must apply for a group to be
out of position.

Pace of Play Penalties – Match Play
An out of position match may be monitored and timed. Anytime a match is being monitored and timed they will be notified of such
timing by a Rules Rover.

The following are the penalties, in sequence, for any player in a match being timed who takes more than the allotted time (see below) to
play a stroke after timing of the player’s stroke begins:

• 1
st

breach – warning
• 2

nd
breach – loss of hole

• 3
rd

breach – 2
nd

warning
• 4

th
breach – disqualification

Timing
When a match is being monitored and timed each player is expected to play any stroke within 40 seconds after timing of the player’s
stroke begins.

Other than on the putting green, the timing of a player’s stroke will begin when she has had a reasonable opportunity to reach his ball, it
is his turn to play and she can play without interference or distraction. Time spent determining yardage will count as part of the time
taken for the next stroke.

On the putting green, timing will begin after a player has been allowed a reasonable amount of time to lift, clean and replace his ball, repair
his ball mark and other ball marks on his line of putt and remove loose impediments from his line of putt. Time spent looking at the line
from beyond the hole and/or behind the ball will count as part of the time taken for the next stroke.

Note 1: The Committee reserves the right, at any time, to monitor or time a group/match when the Committee deems it necessary.

Note 2: Players should also be aware that the Committee may assess a “bad time” to a player in a match that is out of position if the
player makes no effort to help his match get back in position. An example of this would be a player who delays play between shots.

Note 3: If the match in question regains its proper position, any previous breach of these guidelines will be carried over for the
remainder of that stipulated round in the event that the match requires additional monitoring.

Sincerely,

Gail Rogers Teresa S. Belmont
Chairman, USGA Women’s Amateur Public Links Director, U.S. Women’s Amateur Public Links Championship

Championship Committee

Enclosure 4/19/07
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U.S. JUnior AmAteUr

Conducted by the United States Golf Association
July 21 -26, 2008
Shoal Creek, Shoal Creek, Alabama

Entries are open to male amateur golfers who: (1) will not have reached their 
eighteenth birthday by midnight of July 26, 2008 and (2) have an up-to-date 
men’s Handicap Index® not exceeding 6.4 under the USGA Handicap System™. 
A Handicap Index must be issued from a “golf club” (as defined in the “USGA 
Handicap System” manual) which is licensed to use the USGA Handicap System. 
Players seeking a golf cart due to disability may only submit an entry by mail 
and may not file an entry via the Internet (see Transportation). Players request-
ing permission to use items on the List of Equipment permitted conditionally 
for medical reasons, please refer to www.usga.org/equipment/medical/general_guide-
lines.html for details. 

U.S. Women’S mid-AmAteUr

Conducted by the United States Golf Association
September 6 -11, 2008
Barton Hills Country Club, Ann Arbor, Michigan

Entries are open to amateur female golfers who (1) will have reached their 
twenty-fifth birthday by September 6, 2008, and (2) have an up-to-date Handicap 
Index® not exceeding 9.4 under the USGA Handicap System™. A Handicap Index 
must be issued from a “golf club” (as defined in the “USGA Handicap System” 
manual) which is licensed to use the USGA Handicap System. If you are a 
transgendered individual, please refer to the USGA policy and entry application 
procedures for transgendered individuals at www.usga.org/championships/transgen-
dered or contact our legal department at (908) 234-2300 for the additional entry 
application procedures. Players seeking a golf cart due to disability may only 
submit an entry by mail and may not file an entry via the Internet (see Trans-
portation). Players requesting permission to use items on the List of Equipment 
permitted conditionally for medical reasons, please refer to www.usga.org/equip-
ment/medical/general_guidelines.html for details. 

USGA Senior AmAteUr

Conducted by the United States Golf Association
September 20 – 25, 2008
Shady Oaks Country Club, Fort Worth, Texas

Entries are open to amateur golfers who will have reached their fifty-fifth 
birthday by September 20, 2008 and have an up-to-date men’s Handicap Index® 
not exceeding 7.4 under the USGA Handicap System™. A Handicap Index must 
be issued from a “golf club” (as defined in the “USGA Handicap System” manual) 
which is licensed to use the USGA Handicap System. Any player seeking a golf 
cart on behalf of his caddie due to disability may only submit an entry by mail 
and may not file an entry via the Internet (see Transportation). Players request-
ing permission to use items on the List of Equipment permitted conditionally 
for medical reasons, please refer to www.usga.org/equipment/medical/general_guide-
lines.html for details.
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United StAteS Senior open ChAmpionShip

Conducted by the United States Golf Association
July 31 – August 3
The Broadmoor, Colorado Springs, Colorado

Entries are open to professional golfers and amateur golfers who have reached 
their 50th birthday by July 31, 2008. Amateurs must have an up-to-date men’s 
Handicap Index® not exceeding 3.4 under the USGA Handicap System™. A Hand-
icap Index must be issued from a “golf club” (as defined in the “USGA Handicap 
System” manual) which is licensed to use the USGA Handicap System. A player 
seeking a golf cart due to disability may only submit an entry by mail and may 
not file an entry via the Internet (see Transportation). Players requesting permis-
sion to use items on the List of Equipment permitted conditionally for medical 
reasons, please refer to www.usga.org/equipment/medical/general_guidelines.html for 
details. Information regarding USGA anti-doping policy requirements may be 
found at www.usga.org. 

United StAteS Women’S AmAteUr pUbliC linkS ChAmpionShip

Conducted by the United States Golf Association
June 16 -21, 2008
Erin Hills, Erin, Wisconsin

Entries are open to amateur female golfers who since January 1 of the current 
year have been bona fide public course players with an up-to-date Handicap In-
dex® not exceeding 18.4 under the USGA Handicap System™. A Handicap Index 
must be issued from a “golf club” (as defined in the “USGA Handicap System” 
manual) which is licensed to use the USGA Handicap System. Players may not 
have held privileges of any course which does not extend playing privileges to 
the general public or privileges of any private club maintaining its own course. 
If you are a transgendered individual, please refer to the USGA policy and entry 
application procedures for transgendered individuals at www.usga.org/cham-
pionships/transgendered or contact our legal department at (908) 234-2300 for 
the additional entry application procedures. Players seeking a golf cart due to 
disability may only submit an entry by mail and may not file an entry via the 
Internet (see Transportation). Players requesting permission to use items on the 
List of Equipment permitted conditionally for medical reasons, please refer to 
www.usga.org/equipment/medical/general_guidelines.html for details. 

Appendix I
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2007 USGA Senior Women’S AmAteUr ChAmpionShip 
eVACUAtion plAn

Hole	 Position	on	Course	 Shelter	Location	 Hole	 Position	on	Course	 Shelter	Location
1	 Tee,	Fairway,	Green	 Sunriver	Lodge	 10	 Tee.	Fairway,	Green	 Sunriver	Lodge	
2	 Tee,	Fairway,	Green	 Sunriver	Lodge	 11	 Tee	 Sunriver	Lodge	
3	 Tee,	Fairway,	Green	 Zone	1	–	Behind	#4	green	 11	 Fairway	Green	 Zone	3	–	Behind	#11	green	
4							 Tee,	Green	 Zone	1	–	Behind	#4	green	 12	 Tee,	Fairway,	Green	 Zone	3	–	Behind	#11	green
5	 Tee		 Zone	1	–	Behind	#4	green.	 13	 Tee,	Green	 Zone	4	–	Left	of	#16	green
5	 Fairway,	Green		 Zone	2	–	Behind	#5	green	 14	 Tee,	Fairway,	Green	 Zone	4	–	Left	of	#16	green
6	 Tee,	Fairway,	Green	 Zone	2	–	Behind	#5	green	 15			 Tee,	Fairway,	Green	 Zone	4	–	Left	of	#16	green	
7	 Tee,	Fairway,	Green	 Zone	2	–	Behind	#5	green	 16	 Tee,	Green	 Zone	4	–	Left	of	#16	green
8	 Tee,	Green	 Sunriver	Lodge		 17	 Tee	 Zone	4	–	Left	of	#16	green
9	 Tee,	Fairway,	Green	 Sunriver	Lodge	 17		 Fairway,	Green	 Sunriver	Lodge
	 	 	 18	 Tee,	Fairway,	Green	 Sunriver	Lodge
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In the event of an emergency or delay of play, the following steps and proce-
dures will be in effect throughout the championship:

•  Only the USGA can declare an emergency or delay of play putting this plan 
into effect. This includes both practice and championship rounds.

•  The declaration of emergency or delay of play will be communicated by radio 
to the respective chairmen prior to the sounding of the air horns.

Suspension of play will be signaled by either three short notes of the air horn, 
repeated, for a non-dangerous situation (e.g. darkness, golf course unplayable, 
etc.) or by one prolonged note of the air horn, repeated for a dangerous situa-
tion (e.g. lightning). The decision to suspend play will be communicated during 
championship rounds to Rules Officials.

•  After an emergency or delay of play has been declared during championship 
rounds by the USGA and the air horns have been sounded, players, caddies, 
Walking Rules Officials, walking scorers and standard bearers will proceed to 
the course evacuation pick-up point closest to the hole at which they are play-
ing or walk to the clubhouse. Refer to Course Evacuation Plan.

•  On the USGA’s signal, the course evacuation drivers will return loaded vans 
to the front entrance of the clubhouse. Vans will return to pick up other play-
ers, caddies, etc. until everyone has been evacuated to the clubhouse. During 
championship rounds, once the emergency has been declared over and play is 
to be resumed, the course evacuation drivers will be notified by the USGA to 
take players, caddies, Walking Rules Officials and standard bearers back onto 
the course. The vans will be lined up at the front entrance of the clubhouse in 
order of pick-up points. Standard bearers will be positioned in full view at the 
vehicles designated for their players’ group.

Resumption of play will be signaled by two short notes of the air horns, repeated.

•  These emergency procedures may be modified only by the USGA.

Appendix J
CoUrSe eVACUAtion plAn
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Appendix L
SCore CArD

Marker's
Notes

59th U.S. Girls' Junior Championship ®
Official Score Card

Questions as to the Rules of Golf must be referred to the USGA Rules Committee

Competitor

Round Date

Marker's Signature

For USGA Use
Previous   Total

This    Round

New   Total
Verified:  ____ TPP:  ____Board: ____Hole # Time

YARDS

PAR

Competitor's - Signature

221
193

USGA
Course Rating™
& Slope Rating®

77.1/137

HOLES 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 OUT 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 IN TOTAL

HOLES 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 OUT 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 IN TOTAL

Par 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4 5 35 4 5 4 4 4 3 5 3 5 37 72

Yards 402 355 185 399 350 153 352 414 522 3132 344 486 374 387 319 168 461 221 499 3259 6391
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Tacoma Country & Golf Club

THE RULES OF THE UNITED STATES GOLF ASSOCIATION GOVERN PLAY

(Also see USGA Local Rules and Conditions of the
Competition Card and Notice to Players.)

STROKE PLAY (see Rule 6-6)

     After each hole the marker should check the score with the 
competitor and record it.  On completion of the round the marker must 
sign the score card and hand it to the competitor.
      The competitor should check her score for each hole and settle any 
doubtful points with the USGA Rules Committee.  She must ensure 
that the marker has signed the score card, sign the score card herself 
and return it to the USGA Rules Committee as soon as possible.

OFFICIAL SCORE CARD

59th U.S. Girls' Junior Championship ®

Conducted by the United States Golf Association ®

July 23-28, 2007

Lakewood, Washington

Tacoma Country & Golf Club

THE RULES OF THE UNITED STATES GOLF ASSOCIATION GOVERN PLAY

(Also see USGA Local Rules and Conditions of the
Competition Card and Notice to Players.)

STROKE PLAY (see Rule 6-6)

     After each hole the marker should check the score with the 
competitor and record it.  On completion of the round the marker must 
sign the score card and hand it to the competitor.
      The competitor should check her score for each hole and settle any 
doubtful points with the USGA Rules Committee.  She must ensure 
that the marker has signed the score card, sign the score card herself 
and return it to the USGA Rules Committee as soon as possible.

OFFICIAL SCORE CARD

59th U.S. Girls' Junior Championship ®

Conducted by the United States Golf Association ®

July 23-28, 2007

Lakewood, Washington
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Appendix K
hole loCAtion Sheet
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Appendix M
Stroke plAy plAy-off ChArt

ORDER FROM
SUMMARY ON
SCOREBOARD

POSITION IN FIELD
AFTER 36 HOLES

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

PLAY-OFF

NAME CITY & STATE

# OF PLAYERS FOR # OF PLACES

HOLE BY HOLE SCORE

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9


